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The Centre of Governance and Human 
Rights has had another excellent year. 
Its profile and that of its Director, Dr 
Srinivasan, are steadily rising. It has 
become established as an important 
contributor to research networks not only 
in its core mission but also on African 
international politics. As a result it has 
attracted peer-reviewed funding via the 
highly competitive process of the ESRC/
DfID research grant calls, with a project 
on Politics and Interactive Media in 
Africa, while there are signs of talented 
young researchers both within Cambridge 
University and the wider academic 
community beating a path to our door. 

It is a little early to measure the Centre’s 
policy impact but it has already contributed 
to an important study for the UN of 
the practical problem of the safety of 
journalists in conflict situations.

The Department of Politics and 
International Studies (POLIS) is delighted 
with the Centre, and with its progress. We 
are aware that many tasks lie ahead, not 
least that of acquiring more funding for the 
core work of the Centre, enabling among 
other things the Director to focus more on 
his research and career development, which 
a heavy administrative load inevitably 
makes difficult. But CGHR is now well-
established as an integral part of the 
Department intellectually, and physically in 
our splendid new building on West Road.    

Professor Christopher Hill
Sir Patrick Sheehy Professor of International 
Relations. Head of Department, Politics and 
International Studies

Highlights From CGHR’s History

2012 November: ESRC-DFID funded project – PIMA (Politics and Interactive Media in Africa) commences

2012 April: Africa’s Voices launched

2012 March: ‘Safety of Journalists’ and ‘ExPRESSion|RePRESSion’ event

2011 November: ‘Beyond Revolutions’ conference

2011 October: First Pretoria-Cambridge doctoral exchange student – Adem Kassie Abebe

2010 October: CGHR Research Group and Student Group formed

2010 September: ‘New Media | Alternative Politics’ conference

2010 July: Cairns Charitable Trust and Isaac Newton Trust grant for inaugural research project ICTs and Citizen-led 
Governance in Africa

2009 November: CGHR launched, inaugural lecture by Francis Mading Deng, UN Special Advisor on the Prevention of 
Genocide. Launch dinner with Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor

2009 September: Sharath Srinivasan appointed first David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in Governance and Human Rights

http://www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/events/1323/
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2009_deng.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2009_deng.html
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Introduction

Three years after its foundation, the 
Centre of Governance and Human 
Rights (CGHR) is now thriving 
as a research centre within the 

dynamically growing Department of Politics 
and International Studies at the University 
of Cambridge. In late 2009, we aimed by 
this juncture to be a known quantity within 
Cambridge and beyond, home to clear 
intellectual and policy-relevant research in 
prioritised  specialisations and with a real 
sense of momentum towards future growth 
and achievements. I am delighted to report 
that we are on track to achieving all three 
goals. Our pilot research on the impact of new 
information and communication technologies 
on participatory politics and governance in 
Africa has led successfully to CGHR securing 
competitive research funding from the 
Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
and the UK Department for International 
Development (DFID). Our new project is a 
partnership with researchers from two African 
universities and development organisations, 
precisely the kind of collaboration that the 
Centre prioritises in its strategic approach. Our 
research on the right to life of journalists for 
the UN Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, 
Summary or Arbitrary Executions has 
contributed to a major policy and diplomatic 
initiative for raising the level of attention on 
this increasingly urgent global concern. It has 
also deepened our collaboration with the 
University of Pretoria in South Africa, a close 
partner of the Centre.

Our team at CGHR has also expanded and 
evolved. In 2011-12, we welcomed Dr Florence 
Brisset-Foucault and Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes 
as Research Associates. CGHR is proving to be 
a valuable launch pad for research careers. Dr 
Iginio Gagliardone was awarded a prestigious 
British Academy Fellowship and is now based 
in Oxford, and Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault is 
now also a Junior Research Fellow at Trinity 
College, Cambridge. Both remain active in 
CGHR’s research and in building our network 
and profile. Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes is now 
Project Leader on Africa’s Voices. In September 
2012, we appointed a new researcher, Dr Fred 
Okoth Mudhai, to spearhead the ESRC-DFID 
funded PIMA project. The CGHR Student 
Group is also now very much central to our 
activities, ranging from coordinating research 
projects and the research seminar series to 
editorial work organising and publicising 
events.

The year ahead promises to be a very busy 
one, as CGHR drives forward research on 
its current projects and continues regular 
activities. This will also be a time to focus 
on the future sustainability of the Centre, 
including attracting core funding for ongoing 
research and administration.

Sharath Srinivasan, 
David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in Governance and Human Rights and Director of CGHR
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As CGHR’s two-year pilot research 
project approached its final phase, the 
team focused on in-depth empirical 
research in Kenya, Uganda and Zambia 
for a total of six months. Fieldwork 
was conducted by Dr Srinivasan, Dr 
Gagliardone, Dr Brisset-Foucault and 
Dr Fraser, from three different vantage 
points: inside the studios of local radio 
stations (to understand how local media 
fields work and how interactions with 
listeners are taking place), audience 
surveys, and interviews. This enabled 
the researchers to capture the profile of 
the callers, analyse inequalities in access 
to public voice, and see how interactive 
radio is integrated in parallel social and 
political activities and representations, 
helping examine how Information and 
Communications Technologies (ICTs) are 
used in ways meaningful to ordinary 
citizens. By following, observing and 
interviewing local leaders (from MPs 
and local councillors to religious and 
‘traditional’ leaders), the researchers also 
investigated how each group invests in 
these new spheres of discussion and 
how this impacts upon the way they 
behave and make policy decisions. 

The findings are currently being 
compiled for a book that will be 
submitted for publication in 2013. 
Several co-authored and comparative 
chapters intend to lead the reader 
to a better understanding of how 
politically meaningful ICTs are in 
different parts of Africa and how they 
impact upon patterns of citizenship and 
accountability. The book investigates 
closely the influence of the combined 
use of radio and mobile phones on local 
political configurations (particularly the 
forms of political participation, the ways 
people imagine their role in the polity, 
local power hierarchies and repertoires 
of authority and legitimacy, local service 
delivery, and value formation processes). 

The team’s ongoing research and related 
work has been disseminated widely to 
a range of audiences, within and well-
beyond Cambridge. 

In November 2011, Dr Gagliardone and 
Dr Srinivasan convened a conference 
in Cambridge on the use of ICTs for 
political mobilisation and participation in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. In light of the critical 
role that new ICTs played in supporting 

political change in Northern Africa at 
the beginning of 2011, the conference 
addressed the expectations that in Sub-
Saharan Africa, authoritarian or semi-
authoritarian regimes might also be 
challenged by emerging uses of ICTs for 
political change. Participants discussed 

Research

New Communication Technologies and Citizen-Led Governance in Africa, 2011-13

Principal Investigator: Dr Sharath Srinivasan
Researchers:   Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault; Dr Iginio Gagliardone; Dr Alastair Fraser

The full conference report can be viewed here

View the videos online

Videos from Beyond Revolutions conference

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/CGHR_Beyond_revolutions_conference_report.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/research_beyondrev.html
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reasons for the apparent lack of impact 
in Sub-Saharan Africa, and the subtler 
ways in which ICTs are transforming 
the nature of political mobilisation and 
participation in the region. A panel on 
the project’s initial findings featured 
papers by Dr Gagliardone, Dr Fraser and 
Dr Brisset-Foucault. CGHR organised 
this in partnership with the Centre for 
Research in the Arts, Humanities and 
Social Sciences (CRASSH). 

In September 2012, Dr Srinivasan 
presented project findings and related 
material at a two-day workshop held 
at the University of Oslo on ‘ICTs and 
the Global Governance of Peace and 
Security: The role of new media for 
Conflict Transformation Processes’.
At the International Studies Association 
Conference in San Diego in April 2012, 
Dr Srinivasan and Dr Gagliardone 
organised a panel titled ‘ICTs, Political 
Mobilisation and Participatory 
Governance in Sub-Saharan Africa’, and 

presented papers. The panel explored 
how the changing technological and 
media landscape in Sub-Saharan Africais 
transforming political mobilisation, 
participation and action in the region.

Dr Gagliardone spoke at a conference in 
May 2012 at the John Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies on ‘The 
New African Democracy: Information 
Technology and Political Participation’, 
where he discussed illustrative findings 
from Kenya, Uganda and his work in 
Ethiopia. A webcast of the event is 
available here.

Dr Gagliardone, supported by CGHR 
research consultant, Moses Maina, 
contributed to the Media Map Project, 
a two-year pilot research collaboration 
between Internews and The World 
Bank Institute on the impact of donor 
interventions to support the media in 
developing countries. Dr Gagliardone 
and Dr Katherine Allen (Pennsylvania 

State University) authored the Kenya 
case study, examining the range of 
media uses in Kenya, the political 
economy of the Kenyan media, and the 
legal framework for media and ICT, as 
well as providing recommendations for 
donor policy. The PDF is available to 
download here.

A snapshot of research findings

Interactive talk radio, particularly mobile phone/radio-mediated discussions, have provided for the emergence of relatively new 
audiences and forms of political engagement for citizens. Empirical research in Kenya, Uganda and Zambia has shown that it has 
created enlarged but fragmented audiences (especially across gender) and reproduced fundamental inequalities in terms of political 
participation (gender, literacy, socio-economics). Our research has also shown how interactive talk radio is integrated in a variety 
of ways into the daily life of many individuals and encourages self reflections on one’s life, values and role in the polity/community, 
whether through direct participation or listening. 

Interactivity acts as a tool for local radio stations to negotiate their position inside specific local political and economic configurations; 
especially when it is backed by local social movements and non-governmental organisations (NGOs), interactivity  enables greater 
autonomy from local power sources and can provide opportunities for political critique. However, it also comes with constraints, as 
most of the airtime is purchased by local government agencies and/or transnational NGOs, which impacts directly upon the local 
media agenda as well as the type of discourse which is encouraged on air. New ICTs are integrated into a transnational political 
economy of the media and communication in Africa, which also has links with the way public services are delivered locally and the 
dynamics of state formation.

Interactive talk radio has modified the rules of the game for political leaders, who have reacted differently to the emergence of 
new venues for political accountability. In certain cases, talk shows have acted as a channel for the identification of issues for local 
authorities that has the potential to bypass bureaucratic networks. With talk radio, leaders can be seen as reacting and acting when 
confronted with their constituents’ distress. Of course, it can also be used in a conservative way, and, indeed, some leaders have been 
very keen to demonstrate their degree of responsiveness to the public’s solicitations without taking action afterwards. 

What interests us here is that interactive radio, despite all the limitations mentioned above, brings political leaders into challenging 
and direct conversations with citizens. Radio is a sphere where the language of interaction between citizens and leaders is negotiated, 
where the ways in which a citizen addresses a leader (and vice versa) are debated. Moreover, interactive talk shows are interesting 
points from which to observe the evolutions of citizens’ expectations of how leaders are supposed to behave, the change in models of 
legitimacy and the patterns of political success. 

Last but not least, interactive radio encourages the formation of an intermediary class of politically and socially informed and 
ambitious semi-elite (‘serial callers’), who regularly challenge existing social and political hierarchies. Talk radio is creating new 
possibilities for social and political mobility and a renewed sense of political agency among some individuals in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/research/center/media-innovations/events/workshop-peace.html
http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/research/center/media-innovations/events/workshop-peace.html
http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/research/center/media-innovations/events/workshop-peace.html
http://www.hf.uio.no/imk/english/research/center/media-innovations/events/workshop-peace.html
http://webcast.jhu.edu/mediasite/SilverlightPlayer/Default.aspx?peid=67ba3d3208114925a97b8cd20fd391c71d
http://webcast.jhu.edu/mediasite/SilverlightPlayer/Default.aspx?peid=67ba3d3208114925a97b8cd20fd391c71d
http://www.mediamapresource.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Kenya_web1.pdf
http://www.mediamapresource.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/Kenya_web1.pdf
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In 2012-13, this sub-project pilot is being developed in collaboration with YouGov-Cambridge. The polling methodology 
developed for Africa’s Voices not only relies on the use of widespread mobile phone technology, which allows for the inclusion 
of populations that are traditionally marginalised from opinion consultation processes, but also on the fact that the results are 
systematically fed back to the community and the respondents, in the form of radio shows. This feature allows radio presenters 
to interrogate local leaders with credible data in hand. Once the viability of this method of facilitating audience engagement is 
established through Africa’s Voices, CGHR and YouGov-Cambridge will focus on how this might be adapted to provide for forms 
of public opinion research that are analytically robust but also locally meaningful. The ESRC-DFID funded project allows for this 
to be pilot-tested over the coming year.

Research

Public Opinion Research Innovation

Applied Research Collaboration with FrontlineSMS

A central dimension of the project, 
CGHR’s collaboration with the team 
behind FrontlineSMS continues to 
evolve. During 2011-12, the software for 
FrontlineSMS:Radio was developed and 
tested, with inputs from CGHR informing 
design and user feedback. The software 
– which enables local radio stations 
to incorporate audience feedback via 
SMS into their live programming in 
diverse ways – is now deployed in many 
countries in Africa and far beyond, with 

a worldwide public rollout slated for 
late 2012. Dr Srinivasan and Dr Abreu 
Lopes are now assisting FrontlineSMS to 
research and evaluate user experience 
and outcomes of FrontlineSMS, with 
inputs on methodology, survey design 
and analysis. In addition to CGHR-
published reports, Dr Srinivasan has 
contributed a chapter on the governance 
effects of FrontlineSMS – as a much-
lauded Mobile-for-Development (M4D) 
innovation – to an edited volume by 

Dr Stephen Livingston and Dr Gregor 
Walter-Drop on ICTs and Governance 
in Areas of Limited Statehood, to be 
published by Oxford University Press in 
2013. 

http://www.yougov.polis.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.frontlinesms.com
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Research

In the most recent phase of the research 
programme on New Communication 
Technologies and Citizen-led Governance 
in Africa, CGHR launched Africa’s 
Voices, a new project in collaboration 
with FrontlineSMS:Radio, in April 
2012. The project aims to compare 
citizens' views on public issues in 
locations across Africa, while also 
strengthening local radio stations, and 
to enhance citizen-based continental 
dialogue, building upon the existing 
enthusiasm for interactive radio. Using 
the FrontlineSMS:Radio software, 
CGHR collects and analyses views on 
priority topics from across the continent, 
offering engaging material for innovative 
radio programmes that put local 
communities’ views in a continental 
perspective.

The project has three main 
objectives:

x� Enriching radio-mediated discussions 
between audiences, leaders and 
stations in Africa;

x� Enhancing a continental dialogue 
between radio stations and 
audiences from different African 
countries;

x� Offering cross-country comparative 
scientific analysis of first-hand 
information on citizens' opinions on 
core development and governance 
issues.

To date, ten radio stations, based 
in eight different countries across 
Anglophone, Francophone and 
Lusaphone Africa, are involved in the 

project: in Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Uganda, DR 
Congo, Senegal and Zambia.

The experiences of one of the partner 
stations, Rite FM, are described on the 
FrontlineSMS blog

The pilot is managed by CGHR 
Research Associate Dr Claudia Abreu 
Lopes, who leads a team of Research 
Assistants including Moses Maina, 
based in Kenya, and staff from a partner 
organisation, the Humanitarian Centre, 
and collaborates closely with the team 
behind FrontlineSMS:Radio. 

Africa’s Voices

Principal Investigator: Dr Sharath Srinivasan
Project Leaders: Dr Claudia Abreu-Lopes (2012-13); Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault (2012)
Research Assistants: Moses Maina; Emil Graesholm; Miranda Swanson; Richard Ewers

http://www.frontlinesms.com/2012/08/14/frontlinesmsradio-adds-an-exciting-tool-to-the-mix-at-rite-fm-ghana
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Politics and Interactive Media in Africa (PIMA) 2012-14

Funded by the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) and the UK Department 
for International Development (DFID)

Principal Investigator: Dr Sharath Srinivasan
Co-Investigators:  Dr Winnie Mitullah (University of Nairobi); Dr Neo    
   Simtuanyi (University of Zambia; Centre for Policy    
   Dialogue)
CGHR Researchers:  Dr Fred Okoth Mudhai, Dr Alastair Fraser

In April 2012, CGHR was awarded highly 
competitive DFID-ESRC research funding 
for an 18-month project on how African 
broadcast media are using new ICTs to 
gather public opinion, and their effects 
on political accountability. With Dr 
Srinivasan as Principal Investigator, CGHR 
is collaborating with senior researchers 
at the University of Nairobi and the 
University of Zambia, as well as with 
the media development organisation, 
Internews.

The project’s central research question 
is: To what extent is the citizen’s 
participation in the media through 
the use of new ICTs impacting upon 
mechanisms of political accountability, 
political control, inclusion of 
marginalised people and the quality 
of democratic electoral politics? The 
project’s analytical framework bridges 
policy, practice and evidence-based 
research, investigating four elements 
of the effects of new ICTs on ‘public 
opinion’ making by African media: 
expressions of public opinion; their 
effects on citizenship practice and 
political belonging; the collection and 
representation of public opinion; and 
the reception of public opinion by policy 
makers.

Through a detailed comparative case 
study in Kenya and Zambia (where, 
fittingly, ‘pima’ means to measure or 
to weigh up in Swahili and Chinyanja 

[Chicewa]), the project aims critically 
to appraise the potential for new ICTs 
to enhance political accountability and 
democratic politics for the poor. It takes 
into account the hybrid character of 
the use of ICTs and the interactions 
between different modes, venues and 
actors of information gathering and 
dissemination, which are particularly 
prominent among Africa’s poorest 
people, focusing on the expression of 
‘public opinion’ in broadcast media via 
new ICTs such as mobile phones. 

Although the explosion in listener 
interactions with traditional broadcast 
media and media-driven ‘public opinion’ 
polling is remarkable, it is largely under-
studied. Research on ICTs and democracy 
in developing countries has focused 
on the transformative potential of new 
digital platforms like e-governance and 
social media for political mobilisation, 
participation and accountability. Far less 
attention has been paid to hybrid and 
convergent technological developments, 
notably how new communication 
technologies are creating opportunities 
for citizens to utilise and inhabit other 
media such as radio, print and television, 
which are often more relevant for the 
poor, women and the marginalised. 

Similarly, while equitable access to ICT 
provision remains a serious hurdle (the 
‘digital divide’), emerging challenges 
are concerned with ‘digital divisiveness’, 

where promises of improved 
participatory politics and political 
accountability are undermined by the 
distortive capacity and manipulability 
of digital communications, so that 
politically oriented representations 
of ‘what the people want’ are being 
presented as the ‘genuine’ ‘public 
opinion’. A better evaluation of the 
potential of new ICTs is required to 
improve the quality of participatory 
democratic discussion in addition to 
guarding against the exacerbation of the 
inequalities, prejudices and tensions that 
already exist.

Our empirical entry point for 
investigation is interactive radio and 
TV programmes using text-ins, phone-
ins, and media-initiated SMS ‘public 
opinion’ polling.  By examining these 
comparatively in the context of electoral 
politics and post-election legacies in 
Kenya and Zambia, we are helping 
to understand developments across 
Africa. In Kenya and Zambia, social 
inequalities (based on gender, resources, 
ethnicity, birthplace and education) 
have historically constrained access to 
citizenship and political participation, 
whether due to authoritarianism, 
discrimination, economic constraints or 
self-censorship. Elections are privileged 
moments to learn how new channels 
and uses of citizen voice are being 
created, and what their effects might be 
on political practice and accountability. 
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The Centre of Governance and Human Rights Research Group

The CGHR Research Group enjoyed 
a successful second year, convening 
to discuss working papers of doctoral 
students and early-career academics 
on topics ranging from human rights 
activism in Israel to political manipulation 
of the rule of law in Ethiopia. The 
group brought together doctoral 
candidates and researchers from 
Cambridge and Oxford, as well as the 
first doctoral student to visit Cambridge 
from the Centre for Human Rights 
at the University of Pretoria – Adem 
Kassie Abebe – who incorporated 
the Research Group’s feedback into a 
revised CGHR working paper, available 
for download here. The partnership 

between the Pretoria Centre for Human 
Rights, one of the most active human 
rights research centres in Africa, and 
CGHR continues to flourish, and both 
parties look forward to subsequent 
student exchanges and research 
collaborations during 2012-13.

Papers presented at the Research Group 
between October 2011 and June 2012 
are outlined in Appendix 5, some of 
which are planned to be published in 
revised form in the CGHR Working Paper 
series.

In 2011-12, the CGHR Research Group 
also established a ’Human Rights 

PhD Triangle’ with the Human Rights 
Centre at Essex University and the 
Centre for the Study of Human Rights 
at the London School of Economics. 
The Triangle offers a forum for the 
presentation, development and 
dissemination of human rights doctoral 
research undertaken in each of the 
partner institutions. Two successful 
events have already taken place in 
Essex and London, with the next one 
scheduled for Cambridge later in 2012.

The benefits of my research stay at CGHR were enormous. Dr Srinivasan and the other members of the CGHR were always ready to 
share their thoughts on the theme of my doctoral thesis and other academic works. Their comments were novel and insightful. Per-
haps most importantly, as a lawyer trained to focus on technicalities, I needed to open my eyes to the realm of political thought and 
theory. Through my interactions with the staff of the CGHR and through ongoing secondary research, I have familiarised myself with 
the relevant democratic and constitutional theories. After the exposure to political theory, I have restructured and rewritten two of 
the chapters in my thesis. Following my experience at CGHR, I have become more conscious of political theory and how it shapes our 
understanding of political and judicial behaviour and outcomes. 

CGHR also arranged a seminar at which I presented a paper on a core theme underlying my doctoral research. The audience could 
not have been more engaging and illustrious. I was delighted that two veteran scholars of Ethiopian politics – Professor Christopher 
Clapham and Professor John Markakis – attended, with Professor Christopher Clapham as moderator. The whole experience was very 
rewarding and productive. The publication of the paper on the website of the CGHR was the cherry on the cake. 

It will not be an exaggeration if I say that my experience at CGHR has been a turning point in my academic career. I am very thankful 
to CGHR and the Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, for giving me the opportunity to spend some time in Cambridge.

Adem Kassie Abebe, PhD candidate Pretoria University and CGHR doctoral exchange student

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/CGHR_WP_1_2012_Abebe.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/CGHR_WP_1_2012_Abebe.pdf
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Social Media Knowledge Exchange (SMKE) 2012-13

Funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)

Communication through social media, 
which we understand as online 
communication channels allowing 
service users to create and exchange 
content with other users and the 
channel owner, is becoming part of 
everyday life for millions of people. 
A wide variety of public and private 
institutions use social media to share 
their goals and policies with the public, 
to attract participation in their activities 
and to engage in dialogue with their 
service users. The AHRC Social Media 
Knowledge Exchange (SMKE) is a 
collaborative project providing early-

career researchers in the Arts and 
Humanities with opportunities for 
knowledge exchange with social media 
practitioners through a scholarship 
scheme, workshops and a conference. 
The programme will help postgraduate 
students and early-career researchers 
to develop critically important skills 
and build their networks, reputation 
and esteem as researchers, as well 
as providing structured opportunities 
to learn about social media practice 
in wide-ranging sectors beyond their 
own disciplines, institutions and wider 
academia. 

CGHR co-organises the SMKE 
theme ‘Social media and activism’ in 
collaboration with the Cambridge Digital 
Humanities Network (CDHN) and the 
Centre for Research in the Arts, Social 
Sciences and Humanities (CRASSH). 
Sponsored early-career researcher project 
scholarships, a workshop on social media 
and activism, and a final network-wide 
conference are planned for 2012-13.

For further information, visit http://smke.org

http://smke.org
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In 2011-12, CGHR conducted research 
for the UN Special Rapporteur on 
Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary 
Executions, Mr Christof Heyns. 
Journalists play a crucial role throughout 
the world in disseminating information, 
yet they continue to face dangers both 
in conflict and in peacetime. They 
suffer increasingly from censorship 
and restrictions on freedoms of 
expression, which bring many into 
conflict with the governments under 
which they work or the people on 
whom they report. The human rights 
infringements that journalists face 
were examined by a research team of 
undergraduate and graduate students – 
led by POLIS students Mona Elbahtimy 
and Sarah Elliott – during Lent term, 
in collaboration with NGOs and 
United Nations bodies. The team fed 
documentation and analysis into a two-
day  meeting of experts in Cambridge. 
The outcomes of the meeting were 
incorporated in the report by Mr 
Heyns to the Human Rights Council 
in June 2012 to inform policy that will 
improve journalists’ safety. 

A co-authored journal article by 

Professor Heyns and Dr Srinivasan, 
’Protecting the right to life of journalists: 
The need to ensure a higher level of 
attention‘ will be published in the 
Human Rights Quarterly in early 2013. 

For the experts’ discussion meeting, the 
research team produced a resource 
pack and an analysis report, which focus 
on issues of impunity towards journalist 
killings, and measures to protect 
journalists’ right to life. These are now 
publicly available resources on the CGHR 
website.

The students who contributed to this 
project produced impressive results and 
gained valuable experience in high-level 
policy research. PhD candidate and 
research team member Thomas Probert 
subsequently wrote an article for the 
Huffington Post on the risks facing local 
and citizen journalists, available to 
read here.

Around the experts’ meeting, CGHR 
also hosted a public roundtable – 
ExPRESSion|RePRESSion – that further 
discussed the key issues surrounding 
journalists’ safety, with a view to 

informing the stakeholders in the 
protection of journalists, which range 
from media agencies to the United 
Nations itself. The event attracted 
around 100 attendees from Cambridge 
and around the UK. 
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The Right to Life of Journalists

Celia Davies Joel Simon

The video of the roundtable, shown below, has been viewed over 2300 times; 70 percent of these views have been outside the University of Cambridge. By 
filming such events and making them available online, CGHR extends its reach far beyond the University and the United Kingdom.

View the video online

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/heyns_report.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/heyns_report.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/CGHR_Journalists_Research_Pack_2012.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/docs/CGHR_Journalists_Research_Pack_2012.pdf
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/research_expression_repression.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/research_expression_repression.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/thomas-probert/the-story-is-bigger-than-war-correspondents_b_1334209.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/thomas-probert/the-story-is-bigger-than-war-correspondents_b_1334209.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/research_expression_repression.html
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Teaching Governance and Human Rights in Cambridge, with a focus on Africa

The subjects of governance, human 
rights and African politics now occupy 
a central role in teaching within the 
Department of Politics and International 
Studies. During 2011-12, Dr Srinivasan 
introduced the themes of human 
rights and African politics into the 
department’s undergraduate teaching 
programme. 

Organised and delivered by Dr Srinivasan 
and Trinity Hall Fellow and CGHR 
Associate, Dr Alastair Fraser, the Politics 
of Africa course was a notable success. 
The course provides a broad multi-
disciplinary overview of major themes 
in post-colonial African politics and 
economic development, encouraging 
a critical reflection on, and approach 
to, popular political and economic 
representations of Africa.

The second-year undergraduate Ethics 
and World Politics course provides a 
wide-ranging overview of contemporary 
theoretical and empirical debates on 
normative dilemmas in international 
affairs topics, promoting critical analysis 
of topics such as global redistributive 
justice, human rights and war. During 
Lent term, Dr Srinivasan also taught 
modules on Humanitarian Intervention 
and Human Rights, to over 50 students.

The teaching provided by CGHR 
affiliated staff extends the scope of 
traditional undergraduate courses, 
and provides new perspectives on 

important global issues. In parallel, 
the Centre offers opportunities for 
students at all levels to participate in 
rigorous research and to develop areas 
of academic specialism, as illustrated by 
the experiences of two recent graduates 
described below.

“I never would have even thought of 
development if it hadn't been for my Pol 
9 [Politics of Africa] course and the work 
I did with the CGHR research group. I am 
now working for 'School for Startups' 
on the You WiN Nigeria project, part 
of a DIFID/Nigerian government youth 
employment initiative. I would never 
have been able to get a job like this, 
or even have realised I wanted it, if it 
weren't for the African politics course.” 

Emily Carlton, 2012 Politics, 
Psychology and Sociology (PPS) 
Tripos graduate

“The third-year 
advanced paper in 
the politics of security 
and development, 
teaching of which 
Associates of the 
Centre of Governance 

and Human Rights play a key role, was a 
core component of my BA and provided 
invaluable insight into the onset and 
persistence of conflicts around the 
world. It broadened my knowledge and 
taught me to adopt a critical perspective 
on political and social issues.

I was fortunate enough to be involved 
from October 2010 with the CGHR 
student group, organising and 
publicising events and assisting the 
Centre’s organisational development. 
For my BA dissertation, I approached Dr 
Srinivasan to request him as supervisor. 
He suggested that I write my dissertation 
on topics addressed by the CGHR project 
on New Communication Technologies 
and Governance in Africa. The result 
was an exciting opportunity to conduct 
research in Kenya and get my first 
taste of fieldwork, to work with CGHR 
partners and to bring ideas to the project 
as it evolved. After leaving Cambridge, I 
had the opportunity to stay on with the 
project as a Research Assistant.

The Centre has played a key role not 
only in my formative work in political 
science, development and security 
studies, but also in gaining insight 
in front-line research as well as the 
development and everyday operations of 
a top research institution.” 

Emil Graesholm, 2011 Politics, 
Psychology and Sociology (PPS) 
Tripos graduate

Emil’s dissertation has been published in 
Journal of Politics and Society and can 
be viewed or downloaded here.  

Cambridge CGHR and University of Pretoria Lecture Exchanges

The David and Elaine Potter Foundation funded partnership between CGHR and the University of Pretoria allows for teaching 
exchanges between the two institutions. In April 2012, Dr Srinivasan was a guest lecturer in Pretoria on the pan-African and 
inter-disciplinary LLM in Human Rights and Democratisation, bringing perspectives from political science and development 
studies to topics such as state formation and political authority in Africa and international intervention in civil conflicts on the 
continent.

http://s3.helvidius.org.s3.amazonaws.com/2012/05/Graesholm.pdf
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Practitioners’ Seminar Series

This sphere of work known variously as 
the ‘Third Sector’, ‘Development and 
Humanitarian Aid’ or simply ‘doing 
good in tough places’, is notoriously 
impenetrable, and frustratingly difficult 
to navigate for the uninitiated. For 
students hoping to pursue careers within 
this field, the range of agencies and 
institutions, initiatives and centres is at 
the very least bewildering. 

The University of Cambridge 
educates and trains many of the 
country’s brightest young minds 
and provides a critical insight into 
the issues surrounding international 
politics, security, development and 
humanitarianism. However, with little 
clarity about what working in this sector 

involves, attempting to translate this 
theoretical knowledge into a meaningful 
start to a career can be a minefield. With 
this in mind, CGHR ran an exciting and 
pioneering practitioner seminar series, 
partnering with expert speakers from 
key organisations to delve into the gritty 
realities of involvement in human rights 
and development aid work. Students 
listened and spoke to a selection of 
high-level professionals working in these 
fields, who reflected upon their personal 
career pathways and shared stories of 
frustration and success. This popular 
series has offered advice and inspiration 
to a large number of students from 
across the disciplines, providing them 
with a unique insight into the everyday 
and wider challenges of working within 
the human rights and development aid 
sectors.

The series included talks from the 
following:

Tom Porteous, Human Rights Watch, 
Deputy Program Director

Sam Zarifi, Amnesty International, 
Director of the Asia Pacific Programme

Sorcha O'Callaghan, British Red Cross, 
Head of Humanitarian Policy

Rebecca Dale, UK Department for 
International Development, Senior 
Conflict Advisor

Tom PorteousSam Zafiri
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Michaelmas Term 2011 Seminar 
Series 

’ICTs, Citizenship & Political Change in 
the Developing World’

This series brought researchers and 
practitioners to CGHR from a range of 
disciplinary backgrounds and variety of 
universities and organisations. These 
experts shared their perspectives on 
issues on which CGHR research and 
teaching focuses, including security, 
equality, citizenship and ICTs. 

CGHR Associate Dr Harri Englund held 
a seminar to mark the publication of 
his latest book, Human Rights and 
African Airwaves (Indiana University 
Press, 2011), presenting his findings 
on the ways in which radio is used for 
political activism, based on ethnographic 
research in Malawi. Dr Englund 
discussed some of the arguments of his 
book and in previous publications with 
Dr Thoko Kaime (University of Surrey) 
and Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault (CGHR). 

From Roskilde University, Professor 
Thomas Tufte presented a paper on 
the opportunities for civic action and 
participation in processes of social 
change that are emerging from 
increased social mediatisation, focusing 
on research in Tanzania. The video of this 
event is shown below:

Ad-hoc seminars in 2011-12

Throughout the year, CGHR organised 
a range of ad-hoc events, to facilitate 
dialogue between disciplines and 
departments and to encourage 
discussion of current issues (see 
Appendix IV). 

In October 2011, for example, CGHR 
welcomed Dr Hannah Tonkin (United 
Nations International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda) to discuss security – another 
important focus of CGHR. Dr Tonkin 
presented concerns about the recent 
proliferation of private military and 
security companies in armed conflicts, 
and critically analysed the responsibilities 
of the states involved. Her analysis 
provides a framework for assessing state 
responsibility in cases of misconduct by 
private military and security companies, 
to guide states in developing domestic 
laws and policies on private security.  

Listen to the discussion here.

CGHR external speaking 
engagements

As well as CGHR-run events, staff 
shared their human rights and 
governance expertise by presenting 
papers and providing talks at a range of 
international events. 

As an example, Dr Srinivasan’s expertise 
on Sudan and South Sudan has been 
disseminated in different ways to wider 
public, policy and practitioner audiences. 
In June, Dr Srinivasan was an invited 
lecturer on the Rift Valley Institute’s 
Sudan and South Sudan intensive week-
long field course for practitioners and 
diplomats. He appeared on BBC World 
News and Australia’s ABC Radio National 
in April 2012 to discuss the Sudan-South 
Sudan border crisis. The ABC interview 
can be heard here.

He also presented his paper ‘Northern 
Sudan After 2011: Born Again Into 
War’ on the panel ‘Can State Secession 
Bring About a Lasting Peace?’ at the 
International Studies Association 
conference in San Deigo in April 2012. In 
September 2012, Dr Srinivasan delivered 
the Amnesty International Ely City 
group’s Annual Lecture in Ely Cathedral, 
on ‘Peace and War in the Sudans’.

View the video online

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tonkin.html
http://www.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1247718?format=mp3&quality=high
http://www.sms.cam.ac.uk/media/1247718?format=mp3&quality=high
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tufte.html
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Partnerships

http://web.up.ac.za/default.asp?ipkCategoryID=47/index.htm
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Appendix II

Team

Dr Sharath Srinivasan

The Centre’s inaugural Director, Dr Srinivasan leads 
the CGHR within Cambridge and its international 
institutional relationships. Prior to his academic 
career, he worked in the field of aid, governance 
and conflict and as a strategy consultant. He 
led programmes for a leading international aid 
organisation in Sudan, and has advised a range 
of international organisations and government 
agencies on conflict prevention, peace-building and 
political development. Initially trained as a lawyer 
specialising in human rights and public international 
law at the University of New South Wales, Australia, 
Dr Srinivasa read for his MPhil and DPhil in 
Development Studies at Oxford University.

Dr Alastair Fraser

Dr Fraser is Philomathia Fellow in African Politics 
based at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, and CGHR 
Research Associate on the PIMA and the New 
Communication Technologies and Citizen-led 
Governance in Africa research projects. His primary 
research interests are in Southern Africa (principally 
Zambia) and in international relations and the 
political economy of development. He has published 
on aid negotiations, debt relief, electoral politics, 
populism, participatory development and poverty 
reduction strategies. 

Dr Iginio Gagliardone

Dr Gagliardone joined CGHR in 2011 to lead the 
project on New Communication Technologies and 
Citizen-led Governance in Africa. Prior to his award 
of a British Academy post-doctoral Fellowship, 
he led research design, partnerships  and field 
research in Kenya. Dr Gagliardone has previously 
worked for UNESCO in Addis Ababa, coordinating 
programs for the use of ICTs for development, 
and for the Stanhope Centre for Communication 
Policy Research. He is also an Associate of the 
Centre for Global Communication Studies at the 
Annenberg School of Communication, University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Moses Maina

Based in Nairobi, Mr Maina is a consultant research 
assistant with CGHR on the New Communication 
Technologies and Citizen-led Governance in 
Africa research project. Now a core member of 
the Africa’s Voices project team, he coordinates 
partner radio stations in Kenya and Malawi. Prior to 
joining CGHR, Mr Maina worked for the German 
International Cooperation, where he supported 
research on the sustainable disposal of animal 
wastes among the urban and rural poor. He holds a 
postgraduate diploma in Project Management and a 
bachelor’s degree in Community Development from 
Kenyatta University.

Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes

Dr Lopes is a CGHR Research Associate on the 
Africa’s Voices research project. Prior to joining 
the CGHR in 2012, Dr Lopes was a Teaching 
Fellow in Social Psychology at the London School 
of Economics (LSE). She completed a PhD in 
Social Research Methods at the LSE proposing a 
social mechanism to explain consumer dishonest 
behaviour across Europe that combines macro 
and micro levels of analysis. Her recent research 
investigates the impact of ICTs on the management 
practices, content production, and sustainability 
of rural and community radios in Mozambique, 
Uganda and Mali.

Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault

Junior Research Fellow at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, Dr Brisset-Foucault was also CGHR’s 
post-doctoral Research Associate on the New 
Communication Technologies and Citizen-led 
Governance in Africa research project. Prior to 
joining CGHR, Dr Bisset-Foucault completed her PhD 
in political science at the University of La Sorbonne, 
for which she explored repertoires of criticism and 
imaginaries of citizenship in contemporary Uganda 
through the analysis of open radio debates. She has 
also been a member of several research projects 
focused on electoral politics in Uganda and Kenya. 
She is a member of the Association des chercheurs 
de Politique africaine (ACPA) as well as the Groupe 
d’initiatives et de recherches sur l’Afrique (GIRAF).

Evie Browne

Consultant Research Assistant

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/africasvoices.html
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CGHR Associates

Associates of the Centre include academics and graduate researchers from various disciplines within the University:

Dr Anne Alexander
Dr John Barker
Dr Duncan Bell
Dr Devon Curtis
Dr Harri Englund
Dr Markus Gehring
Dr Humeira Iqtidar
Dr Beatrice Jauregui
Dr Glen Rangwala
Dr Liz Watson
Dr Lee Wilson

CGHR student group

CGHR has an engaged student community from across the University headed by the student group, which coordinates events, publicity, 
outreach, website and the CGHR research group. In 2011-12, the group comprised:

Gabriela Martinez
Student group coordinator and PhD candidate at the Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge 

Mona Elbahtimy
Research group coordinator and PhD candidate at POLIS, University of Cambridge 

Thomas Probert
Editorial officer and PhD candidate in the Faculty of History, University of Cambridge

Yvonne Frankfurth: Politics, Psychology and Social Sciences undergraduate
Justin Kempley:   Politics, Psychology and Social Sciences undergraduate
Steffi Scholl:   Politics, Psychology and Social Sciences undergraduate

Appendix III

Associates
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Appendix IV

Calendar of Events and Seminars

JUNE 2012

Rehearsing the state: the 
governance practices of the 
Tibetan Government-in-Exile
Dr Fiona McConnell (Department of 
Geography, University of Cambridge)

MAY 2012

Demand Driven Democratisation 
– the work of the UN Democracy 
Fund 
Dr Roland Rich (Executive Head of 
the United Nations Democracy Fund)

The exclusion effects of two 
partite power sharing: the link 
between Sudan's Comprehenisve 
Peace Agreement and the 
insurgency in Darfur 
Dr Louise Aalen (Senior Researcher, 
Chr. Michelsen Institute, Norway)

'Human-centred' development? 
Rethinking 'freedom' and 
'agency' 
Professor David Chandler (Research 
Director of the Centre for the 
Study of Democracy, University of 
Westminster)

CGHR Roundtable: Crisis in the 
Sudans͒
Dr Sarah Nouwen (Cambridge), 
Ms Benedetta De Alessi (SOAS), Dr 
Sharath Srinivasan (CGHR)

Political Transition in Myanmar 
(Burma) 
Sanjay Pulipaka (Pavate Visiting 
Fellow, Cambridge; Fellow, Maulana 
Abul Kalam Azad Institute of Asian 
Studies, Kolkata India)

Workshop: People’s Power in the 
Struggle for Freedom 
Jack DuVall (President, International 
Center on Non-Violent Conflict 
(ICNC)), Dr Maciej Bartkowski (ICNC 
Senior Director), Hardy Merriman 
(ICNC Senior Advisor), Professor 
Howard Barrell and Arwa Hassan 
(International Development Specialist)

MARCH 2012

CGHR Practitioner Series 
Rebecca Dale (Senior Conflict 
Advisor, UK Department for 
International Development)

ExPRESSion|RePRESSion 
Expert panel on international efforts 
to protect journalists at risk

FEBRUARY 2012

CGHR Practitioner Series 
Sorcha O'Callaghan (Head of 
Humanitarian Policy, British Red 
Cross)

Human Rights and Practice: Crisis 
in the Maldives͒
Dr Farahanaz Faizal (Former High 
Commissioner to the United 
Kingdom)

CGHR Practitioner Series 
Sam Zarifi (Director, Asia-Pacific 
Programme, Amnesty International)

CGHR Practitioner Series 
Tom Porteous (Deputy Programme 
Director, Human Rights Watch)

NOVEMBER 2011

Human Rights and African 
Airwaves: Mediating Equality on 
the Chichewa Radio
Dr Harri Englund (University of 
Cambridge)

Rising China and Global Justice͒
Professor Ian Holliday (University of 
Hong Kong)

A Global Civics: Do we need one? 
What would it entail?͒
Dr Hakan Altinay (Senior Fellow, 
Brookings Institution)

State of Citizenship: Contexts and 
Cultures of Public Engagement 
and Citizen Action͒
Professor Andrea Cornwall (Institute 
of Development Studies Sussex 
University)

OCTOBER 2011

Phones, foreigners and the 
fluctuating digital divide in 
Southern Mozambique 
Dr Julie Soleil Archambault (University 
of Oxford)

A Quiet Media Revolution? 
Mediatization, altered media 
geographies and insurgent citizen 
tactics͒
Professor Thomas Tufte (Roskilde 
University)

Right to Information & 
Accountability: New Challenges in 
the Digital Era͒
Dr P.B. Anand (Bradford University)

State Control over Private 
Military & Security Companies in 
Armed Conflict 
Dr Hannah Tonkin (UN International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda)

http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_mcconnell.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_mcconnell.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_mcconnell.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_rich.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_rich.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_rich.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_aalen.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_aalen.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_aalen.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_aalen.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_aalen.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_chandler.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_chandler.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_chandler.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_sudan_roundtable.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_sudan_roundtable.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_pulipaka.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_pulipaka.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_icncworkshop.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_icncworkshop.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_practitioner.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/research_expression_repression.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_practitioner.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_faizal.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_faizal.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2012_practitioner.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_englund.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_englund.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_englund.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_holliday.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_altinay.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_altinay.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_cornwall.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_cornwall.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_cornwall.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_archambault.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_archambault.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_archambault.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tufte.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tufte.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tufte.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tufte.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_anand.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_anand.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_anand.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tonkin.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tonkin.html
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/cghr/events_2011_tonkin.html
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Appendix V

Research Group Seminars

RESEARCH GROUP PAST PAPERS 2011-12

05 March 2012, Umar Salam, DPhil candidate at Queen Elizabeth House, Oxford University: ‘Foucault, Governmentality and the 
Knowledge Economy’

06 February 2012, Dr Jodie Kirshner, University Lecturer in Corporate Law and the Deputy Director of the Cambridge Centre 
for Corporate and Commercial Law: ‘Why do some countries retract extraterritorial jurisdiction over issues of human rights while 
others step forward?’

28 November 2011, Adem Kassie, CGHR visiting doctoral student from University of Pretoria:’ The Rule by law in Ethiopia: 
Rendering constitutional limits on government power nonsensical’

07 November 2011, Dr Mohammad M. Mojahedi, CRASSH and CGHR Visiting Associate: ‘Political Change and the Politics of 
Small Things’

10 October 2011, Fiona Wright, PhD Candidate, Department of Archaeology and Anthropology , University of 
Cambridge:’ ”Facts on the Ground” and the Subversion of the Global in Israeli Activism’
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