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Introduction

O ne of the privileges of coming 
in as the new Head of 
POLIS – as I have been since 
October 2014 – is inheriting 

a Department that contains the 
Centre of Governance and Human 
Rights.  Over the past five years 
CGHR has set a lead for POLIS in 
showcasing how to combine the 
best interdisciplinary academic work 
with far-reaching policy and practical 
impacts.  Under Sharath Srinivasan’s 
hugely energetic leadership the 
Centre has built up an outstanding 
array of academic, governmental 
and non-governmental partnerships 
that ensure the widest possible 
dissemination of its work.  Scholars 
who have come through the Centre 
are now continuing that work in 
Cambridge and beyond.  CGHR 
is a model of how to make a big 
difference in a short space of time.

The Africa’s Voices programme in 
particular is a shining example of 
how cutting-edge research in media 

technology can have a direct impact 
on politics and governance, opening 
up new avenues for accountability 
and freedom of expression.  This 
work is at the forefront of University-
wide initiatives in Cambridge to 
harness technological expertise with 
social and political understanding: 
the best of computer science with 
the best of social science.  Ella 
McPherson, a Research Associate at 
CGHR, is going on later this year to 
a permanent position as University 
Lecturer at the Department of 
Sociology, where she will be able 
to continue to develop this focus 
on the interrelationship between 
technology, media, governance and 
human rights.  CGHR is proving itself 
an indispensable catalyst for what 
Cambridge is now able to achieve 
in these and many other areas.  I am 
delighted to celebrate its work and to 
offer it my continuing support.

Professor David Runciman
Head of Department, POLIS

A message from Professor David Runciman 
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Introduction

C ambridge’s CGHR is a buzzing 
and stimulating hub for 
research, engagement and 
impact on pressing issues 

of rights and governance in the 
world. Our strong commitment to 
an outward-facing collaborative 
agenda, bringing high-quality 
research and fresh thinking to bear 
on policy and practice, is truer than 
ever. With a focus on the global 
South, especially Africa, our research 
agenda tackles pressing priorities, 
such as the impact of digital 
technologies on political change 
and human rights in the developing 
world, challenges for external 
engagement to tackle armed conflict 
and violence, and threats to the 
right to life. Our research team and 
associated researchers in Cambridge, 
across diverse disciplines from 
the human and social sciences to 
natural scientists and technologists, 
continues to grow in diversity and 
vibrancy.

Over the past year, we wrapped up 
research with partners in Kenya and 
Zambia on our collaborative project 
on Politics and Interactive Media 
in Africa (PiMA) and shifted gear 
to publicising and disseminating 
research outputs and delivering 
impact. We are very excited to have 
spun-out an independent registered 
charity, Africa’s Voices Foundation, 
from our research, having enlisted 
an MBA team from Cambridge’s 
Judge Business School to conduct 
a feasibility analysis, and having 
accelerated industry collaborations 
through a joint study with IBM 
Research Africa, funded by the 

ESRC’s Impact Acceleration Account. 
An early supporter and funder of 
CGHR’s research, Lord Cairns and 
the Cairns Charitable Trust, are now 
respectively a Trustee and initial 
donor to the charity, reflecting the 
enduring relationships we build with 
our partners. Similarly, the David and 
Elaine Potter Foundation, whose 
generous benefaction created the 
lectureship that I hold and which 
enabled the Centre to be established, 
have kindly advanced additional 
support through scholarships 
for African students to come to 
Cambridge and for our collaborative 
work with Professor Christof Heyns 
and the University of Pretoria. 

We are consolidating our 
longstanding work on conflict and 
peacebuilding through publications, 
research projects and engagement 
with practitioners. During 2013-14, 
while on academic leave, I took 
on the role of Academic Director 
for the Rift Valley Institute’s Sudan 
and South Sudan field course, a 
renowned intensive taught course 
for diplomats, aid professionals, 
journalists and industry leaders 
working in or engaged with these 
countries. Similarly, Dr Devon Curtis 
contributed to the RVI’s Great Lakes 
course.

Our team evolved and expanded 
during 2013-14. We welcomed Dr Ella 
MacPherson as a Research Associate 
whose three-year project on Social 
Media, Human Rights NGOs, and 
the Potential for Governmental 
Accountability aligns closely with 
our agenda. Dr Fred Okoth Mudhai 

returned to Coventry University 
but continues to collaborate with 
CGHR on PiMA. We also welcomed 
Munizha Ahmad-Cooke as CGHR’s 
new Administrator. The CGHR 
Student Group remains a vital core 
of CGHR’s activities and an invaluable 
opportunity for students to get 
involved and to shape our mission; 
in 2013-14 our Africa’s Voices project 
also continued to enable students 
from across the University to have 
first-hand experience of applied 
research with African radio station 
partners, and CGHR continued its 
rolling internship programme with 
the Cambridge Humanitarian Centre. 

We continue to grow and diversify 
our funding sources for research 
activities. In addition to the David 
and Elaine Potter Foundation, the 
joint scheme of the UK Economic 
and Social Research Council and 
Department for International 
Development, the Cairns Charitable 
Trust and the Isaac Newton Trust, 
CGHR also secured support from the 
ESRC Impact Acceleration Account, 
the Cambridge-Africa Alborada 
Research Fund, the Smuts Memorial 
Fund and the Vice-Chancellor’s 
Discretionary Fund. The Centre 
continues to look ahead to new 
opportunities to secure multi-
year research funding to seize the 
opportunities we have created for 
innovative research that deepens 
knowledge with impact.

Dr Sharath Srinivasan 
David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in 
Governance and Human Rights and 
Director of CGHR  

Director’s report
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RESEARCHERS: Dr Fred Okoth Mudhai; 
Dr Alastair Fraser; Dr Claudia Abreu 
Lopes; Dr Sharath Srinivasan (Principal 
Investigator); Dr Winnie Mitullah (Co-
Investigator, University of Nairobi).

Politics and Interactive Media in Africa 
(PiMA) is an 18-month international 
collaborative research project with 
a focus on the expressions of ‘public 
opinion’ in broadcast media via new 
information and communication 
technologies (ICT), such as mobile 
phones, in Kenya and Zambia. It also 
examines the political implications of 
such interactions in the two African 
countries, with a view to drawing 
conclusions of wider significance to 
practitioners and policymakers. 

PiMA is at the heart of CGHR’s work on 
how digital technologies and the fast-
changing media space are transforming 
citizenship, the public sphere and 
everyday politics. The research phase 
concluded in 2013-14. Field research was 
completed in Kenya and Zambia with 
research colleagues at the University of 
Nairobi and the University of Zambia, and 
the project team shifted gear to analysis, 
publications, dissemination and impact. 
Workshops were held in Cambridge and 
Nairobi to engage peers and stakeholders 
on project findings, and CGHR engaged 
the media development organisation, 
Internews, on a range of impact activities. 
PiMA research also underpins the recent 
spin-out of Africa’s Voices Foundation 
as a non-profit citizen engagement and 
opinion research enterprise, registered as 
a charity in the UK.

PiMA has produced a rich trove of 
evidence with some compelling insights 
around interactive broadcast media 
in Africa. In Kenya and Zambia, the 
combination of uniquely high levels of 
listenership to broadcast, in particular 
to interactive shows, and the growing 
diversity of media offerings, has created 
new social spaces of discussion, voice, 
debate and action. Our household 
survey research clarified the socio-
demographics of who listens to, and who 
has ever participated in, such shows, 

across different genres. Listenership is 
very broad, but participation is skewed 
towards men who are more educated, 
somewhat wealthier and slightly younger. 
Our behavioural data backs this up, 
repeatedly showing that the ratio of 
male to female participation is 80:20. 
That said, a good proportion of women 
have participated in such shows, just 
less frequently. Interactive shows are, in 
this sense, ‘biased’ discussions, but the 
high listenership levels remind us that 
they must then be taken more seriously 
as spaces where public opinion is 
influenced. 

PiMA survey: Zambia

PiMA survey: Kenya

Once issues of media and 
communications access and socio-
demographic skews are accounted for, 
our modelling demonstrates something 
particularly important: mediation factors 
that shape these shows as a social space 
(how audiences perceive the host, 
whether they trust the show, if they 
know people who participate etc) have 
an additional important role to play. 

Again, our behavioural data backs this 
up, showing variations in gender ratio 
between shows, despite the overall ratio 
remaining constant. The conclusion 
of this strand of research points to the 
central importance of media actors in 
enabling and constraining the quality 
of interactive discussions, despite the 
limits of the social context within which 
they work. Other strands of work take 
us in different directions, including a 
sharp analysis of why donor sponsored 
shows, wedded to mechanistic ideas of 
political accountability, often fail; close-
range studies of the ambivalent place of 
frequent or ‘serial’ callers, who dominate 
the airwaves and may sometimes be 
paid agents of politicians, but who 
oftentimes are more independent and 
regard themselves as ‘representatives’ 
of the citizenry; case-studies of where 
interactive shows do and do not fit in to 
chains of events in processes of political 
accountability.

Building on PiMA, CGHR has leveraged 
its generous grant from the joint scheme 
established by the UK Department for 
International Development (DfID) and the 
Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC) to secure additional funding 
from a number of sources to strengthen 
our African research collaborations (the 
Cambridge-Africa Alborada Research 
Fund), pursue applied collaborations 
with industry (ESRC Impact Acceleration 
Account) and to research and develop 
the Africa’s Voices Foundation spin-out 
(Vice-Chancellor’s Discretionary Fund). 

PiMA was funded by:

and carried out in collaboration with:

Research

PiMA concludes with rich evidence and research base for future CGHR work 

University of Nairobi University of Zambia
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Africa’s Voices pilot creates new possibilities for citizen-engagement

RESEARCHERS: Dr Claudia Abreu-
Lopes; Dr Sharath Srinivasan (Principal 
Investigator).

In March 2014, CGHR’s 18-month Africa’s 
Voices applied research pilot, closely 
linked to CGHR’s PiMA project, ended, 
creating exciting new possibilities for 
amplifying and analysing public opinion 
in Africa. 

The pilot explored how new 
communication technologies can be 
combined with traditional media – in 
this case, radio – to open up public 
spaces for discussion and debate about 
topics relevant to all audiences. By 
collecting the views of communities in 
East, Central, West and Southern Africa, 
the pilot underscored the potential 
for a continental dialogue, in multiple 
languages, on common topics that 
concern all the communities involved.

Radio stations based in eight African 
countries asked monthly questions, 
which their listeners responded to via 
SMS. The answers were relayed to CGHR 
for cross-national analysis and academic 
reflection, led by CGHR Research 
Associate Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes. The 
results were shared with the stations, 
providing innovative material for debates 
that engage citizens, local leaders, 
governance actors and NGOs. 

Africa’s Voices built a network of radio 
station partners across the continent. As 
well as fostering lively public discussions, 
the project has generated outputs that 
have been fed back to stations and their 
audiences, and also collected for study by 
CGHR academics.

The main insight from the pilot is that the 
format and content of radio-mediated 
communications, within programmes 
that permit open formats, might 
not differ starkly from spontaneous 
conversations that occur in other public 
spaces. Audiences tend to express their 
opinions in local languages, with personal 
references, combining standardised 
answers, required for simple aggregation 

and comparability, with reasons justifying 
their choices. The challenges of analysing 
this messy unstructured data in local 
languages are borne of a rich opportunity 
to rethink public opinion research. 

Beyond the pilot, the research agenda 
focuses on advancing theoretical and 
methodological knowledge that offers 
a more integrative view of public 
opinion, framed in real contexts and 
social meanings. As an innovation 
valuing individual voices, spontaneously 
expressed in inclusive public spaces, and 
immersed in everyday real-life contexts, 
Africa’s Voices distinguishes itself from 
classical methods of gathering public 
opinion such as surveys or focus groups.

The post-pilot phase – making sense 
of big data

With funding from the Cambridge-
Africa Alborada Research Fund and the 
Cambridge ESRC Impact Acceleration 
Account, the post-pilot phase has 
had a dual focus, concerned with the 
management and more nuanced 
interpretation of the ‘big data’ gathered: 

1. The development of technology to 
gather SMS messages, tagged with 
socio-demographical information, 
in real time, that elucidates the 
dynamics of audiences’ participation 
in radio shows.

2. The exploration of computational 
tools that allow the extraction of 
contextually grounded meaning 
from large unstructured datasets of 
SMS.

Politics, Digital Technologies and the Media
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Nairobi workshop

Research

An important collaboration has been 
established with Dr Sebastian Ahnert 
at the Cavendish Laboratory and King’s 
College, Cambridge, who is applying 
network analysis to model patterns of 
words and communities defined by 
socio-demographics from the Africa’s 
Voices datasets. CGHR is also working in 
partnership with IBM Research Africa to 
explore the potential of machine-learning 
to extract topics shared by particular 
socio-demographical groups from large 
datasets of SMS messages in African 
languages.

An existing collaborative research 
partnership between CGHR and the 
Institute for Development Studies at 
the University of Nairobi has also been 
strengthened to build further the 
synergies between the pilot of Africa’s 
Voices and CGHR’s PiMA (Politics and 
Interactive Media in Africa) project. 

Researchers working on PiMA conducted 
representative household surveys in 

constituencies in Kisumu, Nairobi, on 
self-reporting levels of listenership and 
participation; the post-pilot Africa’s 
Voices study has augmented this data by 
adding behavioural evidence through 
a partnership with the Kenyan start-up 
Echo Mobile, using two-way messaging 
to gather socio-demographic data from 
audiences through SMS in real time 
when they participate in Africa’s Voices 
programmes. This allows us to identify 
the socio-demographical profiles and 
patterns of participation of citizens taking 
part in radio discussions. SMS texting is 
used in order to understand what the 
implications of the upsurge of poll-based 
radio programmes have been for levels 
of inclusivity in public debate – given 
that programmes such as Africa’s Voices 
promote inclusiveness by broadcasting 
opinions through radio.

CGHR and IBM Research Africa explored 
collaboration parameters by road-
testing a piece of joint work through a 
secondment of Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes 

(Jun–Aug 2014). While at the Lab, Dr 
Lopes investigated and developed a 
framework for understanding public 
opinion in Africa’s Voices, combining 
social science with computational 
models. The core idea is to extract 
contextually grounded meaning from 
natural forms of expression in African 
languages, which provides insights on 
socially shared knowledge of African 
social realities and practices.

The joint study sensitised researchers at 
IBM Research Africa to approach a big 
data problem (topic modelling/sentiment 
analysis from African languages) through 
solutions that consider the social context 
linked to particular types of data and the 
social processes that generate opinions/
beliefs captured through SMS. A real 
world application of the framework was 
the Ebola study in Sierra Leone, planned 
during the final stage of the joint study, 
which helped generate inter-disciplinary 
dialogue.
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Africa’s Voices Foundation – a independent entity

The pilot and post-pilot research results indicate that robust, 
scalable systems to amplify and analyse public opinion can 
be set up, and would benefit a range of clients: develop-
ment organisations need to monitor and evaluate benefi-
ciary feedback; broadcasters can use audience feedback 
to improve their programmes; academic researchers, often 
short of timely social data, could access fresh and nuanced 
information. 

This is why Africa’s Voices is now moving to a more sustain-
able footing, as an independent organisation with strong 
links to Cambridge. Africa’s Voices Foundation is being es-
tablished as an independent non-profit enterprise to ensure 
the longevity of operational, technological and research 
development.

Following the successful pilot of the Africa's Voices research 
project, a team of four MBA students from the Cambridge 
Judge Business School analysed the sustainability of Africa’s 
Voices as an ongoing social enterprise. Having conducted a 
literature review in Cambridge, the team spent three weeks 
in Nairobi, meeting with various parties including the UN, 
DFID and a number of local radio stations.

After extensive evidence collection and hypothesis testing, 
the team concluded that there is significant potential in this 
space for the right enterprise – not only for the scoping, 
measuring and evaluation of NGO and aid projects but also 
for a much wider public engagement and research agenda. 
The team were highly optimistic about the potential for a 
successful spin-off from the Africa's Voices project.

A version of the team's final presentation can be viewed on 
the CGHR website. 

As well as playing an instrumental role in recent IBM initia-
tives to contain the spread of Ebola in Sierra Leone, the 
value of the Africa’s Voices radio-engagement model has 
also been recognised by other potential stakeholders. Trials 
with BBC Media Action have generated enthusiasm for 
broadcasters’ use of the Foundation platform, and the Emmy 
award winning social change media company in Kenya, Well 
Told Story, has benefited from sophisticated insight into 
audience data on programme impact. 

Africa’s Voices has been funded by: : Cairns Charitable Trust, Isaac Newton Trust, DfID ESRC, ESRC IAA, Cambridge-Africa Alborada 
Research Grant, Vice-Chancellor’s Discretionary Fund

and carried out in collaboration with: 

Politics, Digital Technologies and the Media
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Social Media, Human Rights NGOs, and the Potential for Government Accountability

In March 2014, CGHR Research Associate 
Dr Ella McPherson started a three-year 
research project, Social Media, Human 
Rights NGOs, and the Potential for 
Governmental Accountability, funded 
by the ESRC Future Research Leaders 
scheme and the Isaac Newton Trust and 
hosted by the Department of Sociology.  

This project’s central aim is to critically 
understand the potential of social 
media for human rights NGOs’ pursuit 
of governmental accountability. As 
such, the research is concerned with 
the methodological and reputational 
implications of using social media as data 
sources and dissemination tools, as well 
as with social media's effects on pluralism 
in human rights discourse.

By conceptualising human rights NGOs’ 
reporting practices as NGO journalism, 
the findings will contribute to the 
sociology of journalism, particularly 

as relates to the relationship between 
the digital and democracy, and to civil 
society's participation in accountability 
journalism. By examining human rights 
practices, the project will also add to the 
sociology of human rights. Additionally, 
as the research will be conducted via 
the combination of online and offline 
ethnographic methods with social 
network analysis, it will address the ethics 
and practice of digital ethnography. The 
project also has an applied aim, which 
is to support human rights practitioners 
in their development of social media 
strategies for advocacy work.

CGHR Director Sharath Srinivasan is a 
mentor for the project, and the project’s 
research benefits from and contributes 
to the Centre’s expertise in digital 
technologies, voice, and social and 
political change.  It also addresses some 
of the Centre’s core research concerns, 
such as the impact of ICTs on human 

rights activism and accountability, how 
to support the positive impact of ICTs 
in these areas, and how the idea of 
‘human rights’ translates into practice.  
This project builds on Ella’s participation 
in CGHR’s work on the theme of Social 
Media and Activism in the Social 
Media Knowledge Exchange and on 
her previous research on human rights 
reporting by Mexican newspapers.

Find out more about this research project: 
www.smhr.sociology.cam.ac.uk

Social Media, Human Rights NGOs 
and the Potential for Government 
Accountability is funded by:

Research
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Related publications and dissemination

Publications

Ella McPherson, 'Advocacy Organizations' Evaluation 
of Social Media Information for NGO Journalism: the 
evidence and engagement models' American Behavioral 
Scientist, July 2014. 

Sharath Srinivasan, 'FrontlineSMS, Mobile-for-Development 
and the “long tail” of governance', Steven Livingston and 
Gregor Walter-Drop (eds), Bits and Atoms: information and 
communication technology in areas of limited statehood, Oxford 
University Press, 2014. 

Claudia Abreu Lopes and Sharath Srinivasan, ‘Africa's Voices: 
using mobile phones and radio to foster mediated public 
discussion and to gather public opinions in Africa’, CGHR 
Working Paper, May 2014.

Iginio Gagliardone, ‘New Media and the Developmental 
State in Ethiopia’  African Affairs 113:453, April 2014.

Dissemination

October 2013, Cambridge: Africa’s Voices Project Seminar 
(CGHR). 

Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes’ 
presentation is available to 
view on our website.

Claudia Abreu Lopes, 
‘Developing a new method 
for opinion polling in Africa’ 
(on the applied collaboration 
with YouGov-Cambridge 
programme)

November 2013, Cambridge: Africa’s Digital Communications 
Revolution: valuing new voices in African public spheres (Dr 
Sharath Srinivasan). Part of the King’s/Cambridge-Africa 
Seminar Series.

February 2014, Cambridge: CGHR 
Roundtable – Researching Public 
Opinion and Political Accountability: 
broadcasting and new media in 
contemporary African context (CGHR).

March 2014, Nairobi: PiMA workshop for policy, media and 
research stakeholders. 

March 2014, Toronto: Accountability Versus Politics in 
Zambian Interactive Media (Dr Alastair Fraser), International 
Studies Association Conference 2014.

May 2014, Bonn: Media Practitioners and Public Opinions 
on Interactive Shows in Kenya (Dr Fred Mudhai), Deutsche 
Welle Media Dialogue 2014 symposium.

April 2014, Cambridge: Africa’s Voices as a Sustainable 
Enterprise: final presentation of the business case (Judge 
Business School MBA team).

June 2014, London: Dr Ella 
McPherson gave oral evidence 
to the House of Commons Select 
Committee for Science and 
Technology for its inquiry into social 
media data and real time analytics. 
This was based on written evidence 
submitted to the inquiry by Dr 
McPherson and CGHR Associate, Dr 
Anne Alexander. 

August 2014, Nairobi: Workshop for stakeholders on the joint 
study between CGHR and IBM Research Africa, funded by the 
ESRC Impact Acceleration Account, on understanding public 
opinion in Africa's Voices, combining social science with 
computational models (convened by Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes), 
IBM Research Africa.

September 2014, Roskilde: ICT for Development and Citizen 
Engagement (Dr Sharath Srinivasan), panel discussion at Voice 
and Matter Global Conference on Communication for 
Development.

September 2014, Sussex:  African Studies Association 
(ASAUK) Conference 2014:

‘What Drives Participation of Audiences in Interactive Radio 
Shows?  A comparison of rural and urban constituencies in 
Kenya and Zambia’ (Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes)

‘Rethinking the Political Significance of Mediated Publics: 
interactive radio shows in Kenya and Zambia’ (Stephanie 
Diepeveen)

‘Voicing the Body Politic: publics, power and political possibility 
in African interactive broadcast media’ (Dr Sharath Srinivasan)

'Tribunes of the Plebs? The serial callers of Lusaka' (Dr Alastair 
Fraser)

‘Court of Public Opinion: political strategies of guests and their 
supporters-critics on interactive broadcast shows in Kenya’ (Dr 
Okoth Fred Mudhai)

Politics, Digital Technologies and the Media
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CGHR launches Unlawful Killings in Africa 

RESEARCHERS: Dr Thomas Probert; Dr 
Sharath Srinivasan.

Since 2011 CGHR has been collaborating 
with Professor Christof Heyns, the UN 
Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions. In 
2012 a group of student researchers 
presented their study of the ‘Right to 
Life of Journalists’ to an expert panel 
convened in Cambridge, and their 
research was used to inform the Special 
Rapporteur’s subsequent thematic report 
to the Human Rights Council on the 
same topic (A/HRC/20/22). In 2013, the 
Special Rapporteur initiated a new study 
into levels and contexts of unlawful killing 
in Africa. The purpose of this study was to 
guide his future activity, both in terms of 
thematic reporting, country visits, and the 
search for entry-points on the continent. 

CGHR convened an interdisciplinary 
Research Team from across the University 
to conduct a broad review of the extent 
of unlawful killings across the continent. 
In June 2014, the findings of this team 
were published and launched as the 
CGHR study Unlawful Killings in Africa. 

The 270-page study is based on a 
research framework that categorises the 
various elements of the UN mandate, 
breaking down the concept of an 
unlawful killing into analytic sections. 
It includes sections on excessive use of 
force by state actors (including during 
demonstrations), targeted political 
killings, election-related violence, 
custodial deaths, and the death penalty, 
as well as several sections on killings by 
various types of non-state actors, and a 
section on unlawful killings in the context 
of armed conflict and ungoverned 
spaces. 

During the launch of the report the 
Special Rapporteur, Professor Christof 
Heyns, paid tribute to the richness of 
the empirical research that had been 
conducted by the CGHR team and to the 
systematic approach of its framework 
for thinking about his mandate. He 
particularly drew attention to the dual 
analysis, explained in the Introduction, 
of ‘(state) control’ and ‘incidence’. This, 
he suggested, was a very helpful means 
of determining the extent to which a 
particular type of killing in a particular 
context might be relevant to his 
mandate. 

Professor Heyns emphasised how useful 
the study would be not only to him and 
to UN colleagues, but also the extent to 
which it could help analogous regional 
mechanisms, for example within the 
African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights. Offering a brief comment 
on the project as a whole, Professor 
Christopher Clapham (Centre of African 
Studies, University of Cambridge) 
pointed to the context of a global 
decline in violent deaths, but emphasised 
the various tensions that remained, 
particularly in Africa, in the relationship 
between the state and its citizen. 

Unlawful Killings launch film.  A film of 
the launch event is available to watch 
on the CGHR website.

Unlawful Killings in Africa was 
funded by

and carried out in collaboration with
Christof Heyns, UN Special Rapporteur 
on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions.

Research
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Unlawful killings in Africa: a guide for 
further research

Since its launch the report has continued 
to have an impact and to act as a guide 
for further research.  In August the 
Special Rapporteur cited some of its 
statistical background in his report to the 
General Assembly (A/69/265).  Moreover 
its research framework, particularly its 
categorisation of violations of the right 
to life of relevance to the mandate has 
been used to structure a new project, 
the Unlawful Killings Unit, based at the 
University of Pretoria, which will collate 
information on violations across the 
continent on an ongoing basis, using it to 
collaborate with the African Commission 
and other entry-points.

UN Resolution on Safety of Journalists

Having conducted research on the safety 
of journalists in 2011-12 and convened an 
international expert panel on the findings 
in support of the UN Special Rapporteur’s 
mandate, CGHR welcomed the adoption 
by the UN General Assembly of a 
resolution on ‘The safety of journalists 
and the issue of impunity’. This resolution 
‘condemns unequivocally all attacks and 
violence against journalists and media 
workers, such as torture, extrajudicial 
killings, enforced disappearances and 
arbitrary detention, as well as intimidation 
and harassment in both conflict and non-
conflict situations’.

The Resolution calls upon States 
to promote a safe and enabling 
environment for journalists to perform 
their work independently and without 
undue interference.  States are 
encouraged to use legislative measures, 
to increase awareness regarding 
international human rights and 
humanitarian law obligations relating 
to the safety of journalists among the 
judiciary and law enforcement officers, 
as well as among journalists and in civil 
society, to monitor and report attacks 
against journalists; publicly to condemn 
attacks, and to dedicate the resources 
necessary to investigate and prosecute 
such attacks.

The death penalty in Africa

In 2013 Dr Srinivasan and Dr Probert 
both attended a special meeting of the 
African Commission’s Working Group 
on the Death Penalty and Extrajudicial, 
Summary or Arbitrary Killings, held in 
Pretoria.  The meeting was convened to 
focus the drafting of a Protocol on the 
Abolition of the Death Penalty in Africa, in 
consultation with UN Special Procedures 
and other researchers. In July 2014 
CGHR welcomed the finalisation of this 
protocol at a meeting in Benin, and the 
proclamation of the ‘Cotonou Declaration’ 
calling upon African states to adopt it.  A 
chapter of CGHR’s study Unlawful Killings 
in Africa was dedicated to the practice 
of the death penalty on the continent, 
drawing attention to the diminishing 
number of states that continue to apply it.

UN Special Rapporteur gives public 
lecture on Autonomous Weapons 
Systems: The Future? 

In June 2014, Professor Christof 
Heyns, the UN Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions gave a public lecture hosted 
by CGHR on the developments in the 
field of Autonomous Weapons Systems 
and the political, ethical and legal 
challenges that lie ahead. Having been 
responsible for placing the issue on the 
agenda of the Human Rights Council a 
year previously, and having observed 
and contributed to the discussion at the 
UN General Assembly and the UN Office 
of Disarmament Affairs, along with the 
parties to the Convention on Certain 
Conventional Weapons, Professor Heyns 
is well-placed to comment on how this 
problem might be addressed on the 
international stage.

A film of the public lecture is 
available to watch on the CGHR 
website.

The Right to Life:  engagement and impact

The Right to Life
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Rift Valley Institute Field Courses

CGHR Director, Dr Sharath Srinivasan, 
was Academic Director for the Rift 
Valley Institute’s field course on Sudan/
South Sudan, which ran from 14-21 June 
2014 in Kenya. The course, attended 
by close to 50 senior diplomats, UN 
staffers, aid workers and researchers, took 
place during resurgent violence and 
political instability in both countries that 
demanded an urgent rethink of political 
forecasts. CGHR Associate Dr Laura James 
also taught on the Sudans course, and Dr 
Devon Curtis taught on the Great Lakes 
course that followed two weeks later in 
Burundi.

Related publications, events and 
media 

Publications

Sharath Srinivasan 
Negotiating 
violence: Sudan's 
peacemakers 
and the war in 
Darfur, African 
Affairs 113:450, 
2014, 24-44.  

Sarah M.H. 
Nouwen 
Complementarity 
in the Line of Fire: 
the catalysing 
effect of the 
International 
Criminal Court 
in Uganda 
and Sudan, 
Cambridge 
University Press, 
2013.

Devon Curtis, Local Agency, 
Development Assistance and the 
Legacies of Rebellion in Burundi and 
Rwanda WIDER Working Paper 2014/128. 
United Nations University - World Institute 
for Development Economics Research 
(UNU-WIDER), October 2014.

Devon Curtis 
China and the 
Insecurity of 
Development in 
the Democratic 
Republic of 
the Congo 
International 
Peacekeeping, 
Vol. 20, No. 5, 
November 2013.

Events

January 2014, Cambridge: Meeting 
of academics and practitioners on 
decision-making in interventions 
to support peacebuilding and 
statebuilding (CGHR and Marcus 
Lenzen, DFID).

January 2014, 
Cambridge: 
Conflict and 
Crisis in 
South Sudan: 
Roundtable  
(CGHR).

March 2014, Nairobi: Stabilisation and 
Peace and Security Frameworks: 
lessons from Sudan (Dr Sharath 
Srinivasan) panel discussion at Rift Valley 
Institute conference on Stabilisation in 
East and Central Africa: History, theory, 
policy and practice under scrutiny.

May 2014, Cambridge: 20 years 
after the Genocide in Rwanda: 
presentations and reflections on the 
judicial process (CGHR and RCN Justice 
& Démocratie). 

Media

February 2014, BBC Radio 4: Dr Sharath 
Srinivasan interview on South Sudan 

June 2014: BBC Radio 4 Today 
programme: interview with Dr Sharath 
Srinivasan on the conflict in South 
Sudan.

Conflict and Peacebuilding
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CGHR Research Group and Working Papers

CGHR Research Group

"Presenting at the CGHR Research Group was an invaluable opportunity for me. I was able to receive comments from a 
Research Associate at the Centre who is a specialist on the topic of my research. The comments and feedback I received 
during the presentation and the informal coffee and tea break helped me significantly. I was able to improve and polish my 
paper, and have since submitted it for publication to an peer-reviewed journal."

Gabriela Martínez Sainz, Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge.

CGHR Research Group Seminars 2013–14

Framing Peace: the case of conciliatory radio 
programming in Burundi and Uganda.
Dr William Tayeebwa (Makerere University, 
Uganda; CAPREx Fellow).

When the State Kills: the boundaries of state 
responsibilities and the right to life.
Dr Thomas J.W. Probert (CGHR).

The African Commission on Human and 
Peoples' Rights and the African Fingerprint: an 
ethnographic re-visitation.
Dr Niklas Hultin (Department of Social 
Anthropology, University of Cambridge).

Advocacy Groups and the New Political 
Dispensation in Kenya and Zambia
Bonfas Owinga (City University London).

Human Rights Education and Training 
Programmes in Mexico: a cross-case analysis 
of practitioners' professional knowledge and 
practice.
Gabriela Martínez Sainz (Faculty of Education, 
University of Cambridge).

Suspending Rights: the state of emergency in 
armed conflicts, legal exception and case-law 
practice.
Federico Zumpani (University of Palermo).

CGHR Working Papers
 
The CGHR Working Papers Series is a collection of papers, largely peer-
reviewed, focused on cross-disciplinary research on issues of governance 
and human rights. The series includes papers presented at the CGHR 
Research Group and occasional papers written by CGHR Associates 
related to the Centre’s research projects. It also welcomes papers from 
further afield on topics related to the CGHR research agenda.

The CGHR Research Group hosted six 
interactive seminars on papers related 
to human rights in diverse contexts 
by doctoral students and early-career 
researchers from across disciplines. 
The papers discussed the role of radio 
programming for peacebuilding in 
Burundi and Uganda; the right to life 
and state responsibilities to secure it; 
the African Commission on Human and 
People's Rights; civil society and advocacy 

groups in Kenya and Zambia; the state of 
emergency in armed conflicts; and the 
challenges of human rights education 
and training programmes in Mexico. 

The Research Group again proved to 
be a productive forum for researchers 
to receive relevant comments from 
discussants and feedback from attendees 
to help them reflect on their work and 
prepare it for publication.

One of the presentations in 2013-14 has 
been published in the CGHR Research 
Group Working Paper Series. In March 
2014 CAPREx Fellow Dr William Tayeebwa 
from Makerere University in Uganda 
published his paper ‘Framing Peace: the 
case of conciliatory radio programming in 
Burundi and Uganda’. 

Working Papers 
added in 2013-14
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CGHR’s first 5 years

Where is CGHR, five years after it was 
launched? On one level, we are now 
a known quantity, seen as genuinely 
innovative, ambitious, cross-disciplinary, 
highly collaborative and outward 
focused, as a hub of rich and diverse 
intellectual talent, and as continually 
evolving. On another level, we’re a sought 
out and valued source of knowledge 
on urgent and under-explored global 
issues at the intersection of human 
rights, governance, conflict and peace. 
We deliver, frequently through north-
south collaborations, a range of outputs 
from publications, public events and 
digital media, through to secondments, 
advisory work and global media. 
So, we’re celebrating five years, but 
primarily because it affords us a very 
strong foundation to pivot towards new 
horizons of innovative interdisciplinary 
research, lasting and mutually valued 
external partnerships and meaningful 
quality impact on policy and practice. 
This foundation is an assemblage of 
achievements that we take great pride 
in. Through our projects, we have 
launched the careers of a number of 
young researchers, now pursuing careers 
in top-flight institutions such as Oxford 
University and La Sorbonne, and who 
remain part of our growing and vibrant 
network. We have involved scores of 
Cambridge students at all levels in a 
variety of our activities, and celebrate the 
unique space for learning and action that 
our Student Group allows. As this Annual 
Report makes clear, we value lasting ties 
with our CGHR student network long 
after they have left Cambridge. 

We are above all a research centre, and 
we have built a track record of delivery 
on research funding into our department, 
and used a good proportion of this to 
work closely with academic institutions 
and social innovators in Africa. Our 
research for the UN Special Rapporteur 
on the Right to Life, including timely 
analysis on the safety of journalists, has 
featured in reports, debates and new 
policy at the UN Human Rights Council 
and UN General Assembly. Through this 
partnership, we have also closely assisted 
institutional human rights development 
in Africa at the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples Rights. 

And, with Africa’s Voices Foundation, 
the real-world impact of our research 
on new communication technologies 
and citizens’ voice in African politics and 
policy formulation is just beginning to be 
felt. This non-profit charity is deploying 
sophisticated methods and tools for 
opinion gathering and analysis to assist 
diverse aid and governance actors to 
reach, listen to and be held accountable 
by key constituent populations. 

We’ve been tremendously busy, and 
we’re very fortunate to have University-
wide support and many generous 
funders along the way, whom we thank 
very much. Backed strongly by the 
Department of Politics and International 
Studies (POLIS), we’re lucky to be based 
in one of the most vibrant and growing 
departments in Cambridge. It is especially 
CGHR’s team of researchers and network 
of research associates that have brought 
us this far; they deserve my personal 
thanks. The next five years, promise to 
be even busier. If we are overwhelmed, 
it is only on account of the myriad 
possibilities for exciting and important 
work that this presents.

A foundational five years

It has been a pleasure to observe the 
development of CGHR over the last 
five years as a focal point for a broad 
range of researchers working on human 
rights at the University of Cambridge.  
As a Special Rapporteur to the UN 
Human Rights Council, I am tasked with 
bringing together academic perspective 
and applied international law.  I have 
found collaboration with centres of 
excellence at research universities 
around the world to be of invaluable 
assistance in this process. I am pleased 
to have collaborated with CGHR on 
several occasions and look forward 
to continuing this work through the 
remainder of my mandate.  As a Professor 
of the Law Faculty at the University of 
Pretoria, I have also welcomed the close 
relationship between CGHR and our 
Centre of Human Rights. The doctoral 
exchange programme (supported by the 
generosity of the Potter Foundation) has 
allowed several South African students 
to gain very fruitful insights, not only by 
studying outside the continent, but also 
in a very different disciplinary setting in 
Cambridge.

Christof Heyns, (UN Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary executions; 
Professor of International Human 
Rights Law, University of Pretoria)

Working with CGHR
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I was thrilled to join the CGHR team in 
2012, before I became a Junior Research 
Fellow at Trinity College. The experience 
was an intellectual and professional 
springboard for me. The research project 
New Communication Technologies 
and Citizen-led Governance in Africa 
was a fantastic opportunity to think 
about the conditions in which people in 
Africa voice their concerns and imagine 
themselves as political agents through 
the venues and potentialities that new 
communication technologies such as the 
mobile phone are opening. I worked with 
two radio stations in Uganda, researching 
how people make use and sense of 
interactive radio shows through mobile 
phones, and how 'participatory' spaces 
affect the exercise of authority, the forms 
and conditions of political expression and 
local conceptions of citizens' rights and 
duties. 

This project, combining fundamental 
research and meticulous reflection on 
how to apply results to enhance the 
potential for voice and accountability, led 
to CGHR’s Africa's Voices project.

After working at CGHR, I developed a 
project on forms of protest and street 
politics in Uganda. Now at the Sorbonne, 
I still consider myself part of the CGHR 
team as we disseminate our results and 
use them in a meaningful way for Africa's 
Voices.

Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault, Lecturer 
in African Politics, University of Paris 
1 Pantheon-Sorbonne

CGHR’s first 5 years

During my PhD in politics, CGHR has 
emerged as an unexpected but valuable 
channel for wider research, learning and 
networking.

My PhD, looking at the implications of 
digital media on citizenship in Kenya, 
coincided with the start of a collaborative 
CGHR research project on Politics and 
Interactive Media in Africa (PiMA). Given 
the overlap, I was invited to participate in 
project inception activities with the team 
from Cambridge, Kenya and Zambia. 
As my research interests proved to be 
increasingly intertwined with CGHR 
research, I was encouraged to contribute 
to research and research support 
activities, enabling me to work with more 
established researchers and gain practical 
insight into the opportunities, challenges 
and nature of collaborative research, 
across multiple interests, universities and 
countries.

I have also participated as an ad hoc 
member of CGHR's Student Group, 
helping to bring together students, 
faculty and practitioners with similar 
interests. This is surprisingly difficult given 
the individual focus of postgraduate 
study, and the decentralised institutional 
structure of the University.

Through its combined emphasis on 
research and student life, CGHR has been 
a useful and active platform through 
which I have engaged with and learned 
from the wider community of researchers, 
students and practitioners.

Stephanie Diepeveen, PhD 
candidate, Department of Politics 
and International Studies (POLIS)

I joined CGHR in August 2011 and it soon 
became home; I am always thankful for 
the relentless support and profound 
professional guidance I got from various 
researchers at the Centre. In particular, 
I will always be indebted to Dr Iginio 
Gagliardone, Dr Florence Brisset-Foucault, 
Dr Claudia Lopes and Dr Sharath 
Srinivasan for their mentoring.

Born and raised in a patriarchal African 
society where matters pertaining to 
governance were a male reserve, I 
came to learn through CGHR that the 
participation of all actors in governance 
is vital and equality between the rich and 
poor in society is key to development. 
I am now an advocate of good 
governance and equal participation by 
all. Equally, I have been able to develop 
my research skills by working with the 
highly competent CGHR researchers. I 
have also expanded my networks and 
contacts in the media and the public and 
private sectors. Overall, I feel empowered.

Moving forward I know there are still 
many challenges affecting society. It is 
my wish that CGHR will continue to play 
its role in society through research and 
knowledge dissemination. 

Moses Maina, Research Assistant
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Teaching

As the David and Elaine Potter Lecturer 
in Governance and Human Rights, Dr 
Sharath Srinivasan teaches on African 
politics, and aspects of ethics and 
world politics, especially peacemaking, 
peacebuilding, governance, human rights 
and humanitarian intervention.

In 2013-14, Dr Srinivasan was granted a 
sabbatical to focus more directly on his 
research. 

PhD supervision 

Dr Srinivasan has been supervising four 
PhD projects, which resonate with CGHR’s 
research agenda:

•	 Peter Biar Ajak’s research examines 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Movement /Army (SPLM/A) and 
its role in the state formation in 
South Sudan, based on its exercise 
of political authority during the 
North-South civil war and during the 
six-year interim period before the 
independence of South Sudan. 

•	 Stephanie Diepeveen’s PhD research 
looks at the relationship between 
communication media and public 
spaces in contemporary Kenyan 
politics. It draws on in-depth 

interview and observation-based 
fieldwork on the ground and online 
in Mombasa, Kenya, and examines 
the implications of multiple and 
changing forms of mediated 
communication for ‘citizens' coming 
together to discuss ideas about the 
nature and exercise of power.

•	 Annette LaRocco’s research focuses 
on conservation and land use as a 
postcolonial political phenomena. 
Her in-depth study of conservation 
policies and practices is used as a 
prism through which to interrogate 
the political relationship between 
citizens and the State in Botswana. 

•	 Njoki Wamai’ s research uses 
anthropological methods to explore 
why and  how the 'local' accepts, 
resists and appropriates international 
justice promises and practices. 
Through observation and 
numerous interviews with ordinary 
residents in Nakuru, Uasin Gishu 
and Nyeri counties, she explores 
the relationship between their 
concept of justice and that 
advanced by the International 
Criminal Court.

Selected student publications

Njoki Wamai, ‘First Contact with the 
Field: experiences of an early career 
researcher in the context of national 
and international politics in Kenya’, 
Journal of Human Rights Practice, 6:2, July 
2014, 213–222.

Peter Biar Ajak, 'South Sudan’s 
Unfinished Business', The New York 
Times, 6 February 2014. 

Peter was also a panel member for 
CGHR’s Conflict and Crisis in South 
Sudan Roundtable in January 2014.

David and Elaine Potter Lectureship

New scholarships for students from Africa

A generous donation from the David and Elaine Potter Foundation, matched by the Cambridge Trust, 
has created new scholarships for students from African countries. This will fund students undertaking 
either a three-year PhD in a field related to governance and human rights or a one-year MPhil in 
International Relations and Politics from 2015. The successful PhD candidate will be attached to CGHR.

"Being identified as having the capacity and potential to be one of the next generation of transformative African 
thinkers and practitioners in the field of peace and security is both humbling and motivating.”

Njoki Wamai, PhD student, POLIS/CGHR
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Cambridge, CGHR and beyond

I chose to study a Masters in International Relations at Cambridge because I wanted to 
broaden my horizons after working in corporate law in Australia. I was extremely pleased 
to see that the university had a concentrated centre on human rights – my area of focus 
– and even more pleased that my supervisor would be its Director. Under Dr Srinivasan's 
supervision I was able to turn a thesis about a foreign policy problem for the Australian 
government into a much deeper exploration of the power of international norms in 
political discussions on human rights between states, with results that will soon be 
published. 

At CGHR I was also given the opportunity to lead a research team in compiling data on the deaths of journalists of different 
profiles for the thematic mandate of the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions. Before I knew 
it I was convening a roundtable discussion with UN and INGO experts as well as facilitating a public panel discussion on the 
topic for fellow students. This was an excellent initiation into how UN special rapporteurs work to raise the profile of specific 
human rights violations before international human rights bodies, and fuelled my desire to pursue field work after my studies.

Following my Masters, after a month reviewing the practices of a legal aid clinic in Kinshasa, I moved to Cairo amidst the 
revolution to work as a senior lawyer for a refugee legal aid organisation. Two years later I am sitting in a remote village on 
the Sudanese/Eritrean border, implementing a two million dollar project to counter trafficking in the East and Horn of Africa 
Region for the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. I am presenting to UN experts and regional stakeholders at 
international conferences about the tangible impact my project is having on the protection of vulnerable asylum seekers 
moving across Africa to Europe. My training at Cambridge, particularly the course on international organisations, greatly 
informs my approach to strategically positioning the UNHCR in its response to the complex issue of mixed migration from 
within a poor and deeply corrupt country. It was a great surprise to meet Dr Srinivasan in Khartoum recently and we still keep 
in touch. 

Sarah Elliott, Masters in International Relations, 2011–12

PhD candidate Eliza Garnsey is the third student to take part in CGHR’s Cambridge-Pretoria Doctoral Exchange. 

Cambridge-Pretoria Doctoral Exchange

Teaching

For six months in 2014, I was in South Africa researching the art collection at the Constitutional Court in Johannesburg. This was 
through a doctoral exchange with the University of Pretoria's Centre for Human Rights (CHR) and the Centre for International and 
Comparative Law in Africa (ICLA), kindly arranged by CGHR. The exchange was incredibly valuable in shaping my thinking about 
my research, which analyses the relationship between transitional justice and visual art – how they affect, and have the potential to 
affect, each other – specifically in relation to 'post-apartheid' visual art in South Africa.

I was fortunate to engage with many faculty members and students while at the University of Pretoria. I gave a seminar on my 
research, entitled ‘The Art of the Justice and the Justice of Art’. I am very grateful for the interest shown in my research and the 
valuable feedback and guidance I received from many quarters of the University. It was especially great to be able to engage with 
scholars from all areas of law and art history. I would like to thank CGHR, CHR, and ICLA for all their support and for giving me this 
valuable opportunity.
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Events

Events calendar 2013-14

October 2013

Africa's Voices Project Seminar
Dr Sharath Srinivasan and Dr Claudia 
Abreu Lopes (CGHR); Dr Dominique 
Chadwick (Independent Film-maker)

November 2013

Africa's digital communications 
revolution: valuing new voices in 
African public spheres
Part of the King's/Cambridge-Africa 
Seminar Series.
Dr Sharath Srinivasan (Fellow of King's 
College, Cambridge); Director, Centre of 
Governance and Human Rights (CGHR), 
Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes (CGHR)

Framing Peace: The case of 
conciliatory radio programming in 
Burundi and Uganda
Dr William Tayeebwa (Makerere University, 
Uganda; CAPREx Fellow)

December 2013

When the state kills: The boundaries 
of state responsibilities and the right 
to life
Dr Thomas J.W. Probert (CGHR)

January 2014

Conflict and Crisis in South Sudan: 
Roundtable
Dr Sharath Srinivasan (CGHR/POLIS, 

University of Cambridge), Peter Ajak 
(PhD Student, POLIS) and Dr Laura James 
(Independent Consultant and Former 
Economic Adviser to African Union High-
Level Implementation Panel for Sudan)

February 2014

A staging of Wole Soyinka's Jero's 
Metamorphosis
Goldsmith's College London in 
collaboration with Cardboard Citizens

The African Commission on Human 
and Peoples' Rights and the African 
Fingerprint: an ethnographic re-
visitation
Dr Niklas Hultin (Research Associate, 
Department of Social Anthropology, 
University of Cambridge)

March 2014

Advocacy Groups and the New 
Political Dispensation in Kenya and 
Zambia
Bonfas Owinga, City University London

May 2014

Suspending Rights: The State of 
Emergency in armed conflicts, legal 
exception and case-law practice
Federico Zumpani (University of Palermo)

Internet Communication Technologies 
Guarding the Truth in 2013-14 Ukraine
Anna Bilous (Associate at Beyond 
Violence)

20 years after the genocide in Rwanda: 
presentation and reflections on the 
judicial process
Martien Schotsmans, Hélène Morvan 
(RCN Justice & Démocratie) and Andrew 
Swindells (Freelance Journalist and 
Researcher)

Human rights education and training 
programmes in Mexico: A cross-case 
analysis of practitioners' professional 
knowledge and practice.
Gabriela Martínez Sainz (Faculty of 
Education, University of Cambridge)

June 2014

Unlawful Killings in Africa: Launch 
of a CGHR Study for the UN Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary 
or arbitrary executions
Professor Christof Heyns (UN Special 
Rapporteur)

Autonomous Weapons Systems: The 
Future? (Public Lecture)
Professor Christof Heyns (UN Special 
Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions)

A Thousand Words: CGHR Photography competition

In 2014, CGHR ran a photography competition, with the theme ‘A 
Thousand words’. The broad range of entries were judged by Professor 
Christoph Heyns, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or 
arbitrary executions. 

The winner, Sárica Robyn Balsari-Palsule, whose compelling images call 
for reflection on a number of human rights concerns in India, described 
the background to her submission:  “All the photos I have selected are 
from India, and portray the urgent need for human rights in specific areas 
such as food, shelter, sanitation, social equality and gender equality.”

The winning photos and other highly commended entries can be viewed on the CGHR website.
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Advocating human rights and good 
governance through drama

In February 2014 CGHR hosted a 
performance by Goldsmiths College, in 
collaboration with Cardboard Citizens, of 
Wole Soyinka’s Jero’s Metamorphosis, first 
published in 1966. The play served as an 
entry point to a discussion about Wole 
Soyinka as a socio-political activist and 
the larger prospects of using drama and 
art as part of an enlarged repertoire of 
platforms for championing the advocacy 
of human rights and governance. 

The play was part of CGHR’s practitioner 
series and was performed in parallel 
to a project at Goldsmith's College, 
London, on 'Dialogical Mediation: 
intellectual intervention within theatrical 
and aesthetic conceptualisation'. This 
project sees directors and actors engage 

in conversation with a non-thespian 
discussant with regards to the political 
and social conditions of Soyinka's craft, 
and the larger ethos that encompasses 
Soyinka's oeuvre.

Responding to recent events: Conflict 
and Crisis in South Sudan Roundtable

The fighting that broke out in South 
Sudan in December 2013 prompted 
CGHR to convene a roundtable 
discussion, providing a snapshot of the 
conflict to date, exploring its underlying 
causes, and it implications for Sudan/
South Sudan relations and for regional 
and international efforts at peacemaking 
and peacebuilding in the Sudans in 
recent years. Speaking at the event were 
CGHR Director, Dr Sharath Srinivasan, who 
has researched and written on conflict 
and international intervention in Sudan/
South Sudan for over a decade; Peter 
Ajak, a PhD candidate in POLIS, Founder/
Director of the Center for Strategic 
Analyses and Research (C-SAR), an 
independent policy think-tank based in 
Juba, South Sudan and the CEO of South 
Sudan Wrestling Entertainment (SSWE); 
also, Dr Laura James, former Economic 
Adviser to the African Union High-Level 
Implementation Panel for Sudan (AUHIP). 

A film of the discussion can be 
viewed on the CGHR website. 

Looking back: 20 years after the 
genocide in Rwanda 

To commemorate the genocide in 
Rwanda in 1994 – one of the most tragic 
events of the 20th century – CGHR and 
RCN Justice & Démocratie co-hosted a 
discussion in May 2014 on the genocide 
and the subsequent judicial process. 
The panellists were Martien Schotsmans, 
Legal Expert, Criminologist and Director 
of RCN Justice & Démocratie, who 
worked in Rwanda between 1998 and 
2000 during the trials related to the 
specialized chambers; Hélène Morvan, 
head of the transmission of memory 
and conflict prevention project at 
RCN Justice & Démocratie, who has 
extensive field experience in local conflict 
transformation in the Great Lakes region; 
also, Andrew Swindells, a  freelance 
journalist and researcher, who since 1997, 
has spent time investigating the work 
of the ICTR , Gacaca and national courts 
where cases are being heard. He has 
worked with genocide remembrance 
and survivor organisations IBUKA , 
Aegis Trust (UK), and the Rwandan 
National Commission for the fight 
against Genocide (CNLG). He previously 
investigated the role of France in Rwanda.

An audio recording of the discussion 
is available on the CGHR website.  

Events

Event highlights
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For those hoping to pursue a career in the ‘third sector’, especially amidst a broad range of organisations and agencies whose mandates can be 
loosely collected under the umbrella headings of ‘human rights and social justice’, ‘conflict and security’ or ‘development and humanitarian aid,’ 
the terrain can be difficult to navigate. A sound academic training, the kind provided by Cambridge University, is important but certainly not 
enough to prepare students for the transition into working in this sector. Through a mixture of substantive discussion, personal reflection and 
practical advice, the CGHR Practitioner Series brings together high‐level experts working in these fields and creates a forum in which students 
and researchers can listen and ask questions about what this work actually involves, seek out reflections from experience on the dilemmas and 
challenges faced, and probe the skill set and experience needed to forge a career in these fields. 

Why I initiated the CGHR Practitioner Series

In a dimly lit hotel room in the remote mountains of northern Myanmar, I sit late into the night, grasping to download the occasional 
email on a fading internet connection. The cool, oak-panelled calm of Cambridge libraries is a world away – but I retrace my steps to my 
time, four years ago, as a Research Assistant at the Centre of Governance and Human Rights.

After working with CGHR, I worked with Save the Children in South Sudan, Indonesia and Myanmar, and as a freelance journalist 
covering human rights stories. I now work with Médecins Sans Frontières as their Humanitarian Affairs Officer in Myanmar. This 
fascinating role combines MSF’s principled and action-oriented approach to humanitarian assistance with a position that fulfils the 
‘témoignage’ (‘witnessing’) part of its charter. It requires me to step back and understand the contexts where MSF are present from both 
a medical and rights-based perspective, to help identify where need is greatest, and advocate for humanitarian issues – for example, 
ensuring that we have access to those populations who require assistance. 

I started work with CGHR after graduating in Social and Political Sciences. Having just been accepted as a trainee with Save the Children’s 
emergency response team, I was delighted to return to Cambridge part-time to work on similar issues. I drove up from London on an 
old, stuttery 125cc motorbike to help with the student group, arranging seminars and supporting the Centre’s research projects.

It was a rough transition from the Cambridge student bubble to the messy day-to-day reality of administering humanitarian aid with 
Save the Children. Retaining a foothold in the academic sphere was the best possible buffer. As I got to grips with the practical demands 
of working with an INGO, I had space to debate the innumerable operational and ethical challenges with seasoned experts. My time 
with CGHR was a powerful introduction to some of the essential links (and gaps) between research, policy and practice in humanitarian 
aid. 

I quickly felt that although Cambridge introduced students to some of the key issues, and trained us how to think, write and ask 
questions, it gave little useful, grounded advice for anyone seeking work in the third sector. If only someone had told me that learning 
French would be infinitely more valuable in any humanitarian job hunt than the difference between a 1st and a 2:1; that basic project 
management and fluency in Excel was the best preparation for a job in operations; or had just explained some of the acronyms. 

This wall of confusion was the inspiration for initiating a practitioner series – to link students with experts and practitioners working 
in humanitarian aid, development and human rights; to introduce them to the practical realities of this sector, and shine a light on 
recommended options after graduating (not always a Masters!). It has been enormously gratifying to see the seminar series continue – I 
hope that it has provided at least a few students with answers and inspiration.  

Daniela Ritzau-Reid, BA Social and Political Sciences 2011.

CGHR Practitioner Series, Lent Term 2013-14 

Polly Rossdale, Life After Guantánamo Project Coordinator at Reprieve.

Ken Banks, Founder of kiwanja.net, FrontlineSMS and Means of Exchange, and an Ashoka Fellow, PopTech Fellow and National 
Geographic Emerging Explorer.

David Whitty, Producer at BBC World Service Radio.

Dr Imogen Parsons, Lead Humanitarian Advisor at DFID.
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Benefactors and Funders

David and Elaine Potter Foundation 

The Centre of Governance and Human 
Right’s Director, Dr Sharath Srinivasan, 
is POLIS’ first David and Elaine Potter 
Lecturer in Governance and Human 
Rights. This lectureship was established 
thanks to a generous benefaction to the 
University in 2008 from the David and 
Elaine Potter Foundation. Established 
in 1999 by David and Elaine Potter, the 
Foundation seeks to achieve an impact 
through grants that promote reason, 
education, and human rights, in the hope 
of improving mutual understanding, 
reinforcing good governance, 
and encouraging the growth and 
maintenance of a robust civil society, 
particularly in less developed countries. 
The Foundation and the University 
agreed that the Lecturer should focus 
particularly on Africa and serve as the 
Director of the new interdisciplinary 
Centre.

Cairns Charitable Trust 

The generous donation made to the 
Centre by the Cairns Charitable Trust, 
founded by Lord Cairns, pump-primed 
CGHR's work on New Communication 
Technologies and Citizen-led Governance 
in Africa (2011-13), and the pilot project 
for Africa's Voices. The funds enabled 
CGHR to take on postdoctoral research 
associates, support its collaboration with 
FrontlineSMS and conduct fieldwork in 
Kenya, Zambia and Uganda. It has also 
provided start-up funding for Africa’s 
Voices Foundation, an independent  
charity spun out of CGHR’s pioneering 
research.

Isaac Newton Trust 

The Isaac Newton Trust was established 
in 1988 by Trinity College, Cambridge. 
The objects of the Trust are to promote 
learning, research and education in 
the University of Cambridge. The Trust 
makes grants for research purposes 
within Cambridge University and the two 
grants awarded to CGHR have allowed 
it to maintain its core staff of research 
associates.

The Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC) and the UK 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) 

In April 2012, CGHR was awarded highly 
competitive ESRC-DFID research funding 
for the 18-month PiMA project on how 
African broadcast media are using new 
ICTs to gather public opinion, and their 
effects on political accountability.

The Cambridge-Africa Alborada 
Research Fund 

CGHR researchers successfully secured 
funding from the Cambridge-Africa 
Alborada Research Fund, which aims to 
support research and research-related 
travel, workshops and courses in the 

African countries. The awards given to 
Dr Sharath Srinivasan and Dr Alastair 
Fraser will allow them to expand their 
collaborative work on Africa’s Voices and 
the PiMA project with African research 
partners.

The Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC) Impact Acceleration 
Account 

CGHR used funding from the ERSC 
Impact Acceeration Account for a joint 
pilot study with IBM Research Africa. The 
objective was to develop a framework 
for understanding and formalising the 
nuances of semantic representations and 
African worldviews based on SMS data 
from interactive radio programmes in 
Kenya.

The Vice-Chancellor’s Discretionary 
Fund 

The Centre was awarded funding from 
the Vice-Chancellor's Discretionary Fund, 
to support research into the further 
development of a social enterprise spin-
out of the Africa’s Voices project.
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People

Director

Sharath Srinivasan

The Centre’s inaugural Director leads the establishment of CGHR within Cambridge and its international institutional relationships. 
Prior to his academic career, Dr Srinivasan worked in the field of aid, governance and conflict and as a strategy consultant. He 
led programmes for a leading international aid organization in Sudan, and has advised a range of international organisations 
and government agencies on conflict prevention, peacebuilding and political development. Initially trained in law in Australia, 
specialising in human rights and public international law at the University of New South Wales, he read for his MPhil and DPhil in 
Development Studies at Oxford University.

Research Associates

Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes

Claudia is a post-doctoral Research Associate who leads research on Africa’s Voices, collaborating with FrontlineSMS, YouGov, 
IBM Research Africa, radios stations in Africa and development partners. Claudia holds a PhD in Social Research Methods 
from the London School of Economics (LSE). Her research interests focus on socio-cognitive mechanisms in the field of social 
representations and on methodologies that bridge people’s outlooks and actions to their social and political context. Before 
joining CGHR, Claudia was a Teaching Fellow in the Department of Social Psychology at the LSE and a Research Consultant at BBC 
Media Action.

Dr Alastair Fraser 

Alastair was a Research Associate on CGHR’s PiMA project, with a specific focus on the Zambia case study. Alastair worked 
alongside CGHR Research Associate, Fred Mudhai, UNZA Research Associate Nalukui Milapo and UNZA Research Assistant 
Emmanuel Tembo. He is a Philomathia Fellow in African Politics based at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. His primary research interests 
are in the political economy of Southern Africa (principally Zambia), and in international relations and the political economy 
of development. He has published on aid negotiations, debt relief, electoral politics, populism, participatory development and 
poverty reduction strategies. 

Dr Ella McPherson

Ella is a CGHR Research Associate and ESRC Future Research Leader Fellow at the Department of Sociology for her project 
on Human Rights NGOs, Social Media and Governmental Accountability. This project, like her recent participation in CGHR’s 
work on Social Media and Activism in the Social Media Knowledge Exchange project, examines reporting practices at human 
rights NGOs. Ella is also a Junior Research Fellow in Sociology at Cambridge’s Wolfson College and has been a Teaching Fellow at 
the London School of Economics, a Resident Research Fellow at the Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, and a Visiting 
Researcher at the University of California, Berkeley. 

Dr Fred Okoth Mudhai 

Fred was a post-doctoral Research Associate on CGHR’s PIMA project. Fred led research on the under the direction of Sharath 
Srinivasan, coordinating with CGHR Research Associate Alastair Fraser and our research partners at the University of Nairobi and 
University of Zambia. Fred was on a 17-month research secondment (November 2012 to April 2014) from Coventry University 
where he is Senior Lecturer in the Media Department. 

Dr Thomas Probert 

Thomas is CGHR’s Research Associate on the Right to Life theme. He is the principal link between CGHR’s research on this theme, 
including its current project on ICTs and the Right to Life, and the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions. This project looks to explore how the UN, States, and civil society can best support the use of ICTs to protect the 
right to life as well as the problems that might ICTs pose in this work. In 2013-4 Thomas coordinated the project on Unlawful 
Killings in Africa, which examined the causes and constraints of unlawful killing across the continent. Thomas completed his PhD 
at Cambridge in the History Faculty, writing on ‘The Politics of Human Rights in the United States of America and in the United 
Kingdom, 1963-1976’. He works as a research consultant in the Special Procedures branch of the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, in Geneva. 

CGHR continues to attract Research Associates and students from a broad range of disciplines. Our broader network of 
Associates from across the University, listed on our website, also continues to grow.  

Those closely involved with CGHR’s research and activities in 2013-14 are listed here.
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People

Research Assistants

Anna Bilous 

Anna became a Research Assistant on CGHR’s PiMA project after working as an intern on Africa’s Voices. She worked primarily on 
the qualitative analysis of data from the interviews, programme and station reports. Initially trained in Ukraine and specialised 
in political theory and philosophy, Anna is interested in political participation and public opinion, with a particular focus on the 
change currently brought by digital transformations. She is an MPhil student in Development Studies at Cambridge and plans to 
continue her research as a PhD candidate. 

Stephanie Diepeveen 

Stephanie is a Research Assistant on CGHR’s PiMA project, contributing to the project inception and research support activities 
with the team from Cambridge, Zambia and Kenya. She is currently a PhD candidate in the Department for Politics and 
International Studies (POLIS), Cambridge, researching the relationship between communication media and public spaces in 
contemporary Kenyan politics.

Moses Maina 

Moses is a Research Assistant on CGHR’s PiMA project and is a Media Consultant for Africa’s Voices. Moses holds a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Project Management and BA in Community Development from Kenyatta University, Kenya. Prior to joining the PiMA 
team, Moses worked on several research projects, including: work on the role of ICTs in governance systems in Africa for CGHR; 
media-mapping research in Kenya for US-based organization Internews.

CGHR Student Group

CGHR is fortunate and grateful to have an engaged student community from across the University, headed by our Student Group, which coordinates 
events, publicity, outreach and the CGHR Research Group. Each year, the Student Group makes a crucial and often inspired contribution to CGHR’s 
work, bringing fresh ideas and helping to open up new directions for CGHR activities.

The 2013-14 Student Group comprised:

Student Group and CGHR Research Group Coordinator
Gabriela Martinez (PhD Candidate in the Faculty of Education)  

Events
Yi Ren Thng (Second year Human, Social and Political Sciences student)
Lila Glick (MPhil student, International Relations)

Publicity
Hannah Tigerschiold (MPhil student, Development Studies)
Eva Namusoke (PhD Candidate in History)

Members-at-large
Stephanie Diepeveen (PhD Candidate in POLIS)
Annette LaRocco (PhD Candidate in POLIS)
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Contact

Development and Alumni Relations
1 Quayside, Bridge Street
Cambridge CB5 8AB

Dr Kelcey Wilson-Lee
Associate Director, Humanities and Social Sciences
Direct line: +44 (0)1223 764486
Email:  Kelcey.Wilson-Lee@admin.cam.ac.uk

Dr Sharath Srinivasan
David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in Governance and Human Rights and Director of CGHR
Direct line:  +44 (0)1223 760846 
Email:   ss919@cam.ac.uk

www.cghr.polis.cam.ac.uk
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