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A s Head of Sociology, I am delighted to 
co-introduce CGHR’s 2016-18 biennial 
report. The themes of the CGHR – 
including research on transitional 
justice, health, and voice and evidence 

in a digital age – address some of the most pressing 
issues of our times.  CGHR’s commitment, since its 
inception, to combining innovative empirical and 
theoretical research with social change is close to 
the heart of our Department.  Several of our students 
have been involved in CGHR projects, and CGHR 
continues to serve as model for including students 
in exciting research and practice opportunities, such 
as the Digital Verification Corps collaboration with 
Amnesty International.  With Ella’s co-directorship, we 
welcome the strengthening ties between Sociology 
and CGHR and are very much looking forward to 
developments on the horizon. 

Professor Sarah Franklin
Head of Department, Sociology

A s Head of Department at POLIS 
during the period covered by this 
report, I want to commend CGHR for 
the pioneering work described here.  
CGHR continues to drive innovative 

interdisciplinary research on the crucial themes that 
connect technology, politics, human rights and 
international justice.  I am particularly pleased to note 
the growth of important collaborations within and 
outside Cambridge: above all with Sociology under 
Ella McPherson’s co-directorship of the Centre, and 
also with the Computer Labs and the Wellcome 
Trust. CGHR continues to lead the way in public 
engagement and communication, not only with 
the Africa’s Voices programme but also with the 
Declarations podcast, created by students connected 
with CGHR and finding new means to bring its work 
to a broad general audience.  CGHR remains at the 
cutting edge of academic work that impacts outside 
the academy in myriad ways.  Long may it continue. 
 
Professor David Runciman,
Head of Department POLIS 2014–18

Introductions
David Runciman (POLIS) and Sarah Franklin (Sociology)
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CGHR Co-Directors, Dr Ella McPherson and Dr Sharath Srinivasan

2016-2018 saw new directions and exciting changes at 
CGHR. As the new Co-Directors of the centre, we have 
broadened the leadership from our home in POLIS, 
Sharath’s department, to solidify connections with 
Sociology, where Ella is based. This affirms CGHR’s 
longstanding multi-disciplinary credentials in 
Cambridge and provides a wider canvas for taking 
the centre’s work forward. 

Engaged, innovative and hard-working students have always 
been the heart and soul of our Centre. Their initiative to start 
the successful human rights podcast Declarations is proving 
to be a lasting success. Two years along, its breadth of topics, 
quality of guests and liveliness of debate have attracted a large 
international listenership. 

In another new stream of work involving students, Ella, in 
collaboration with Amnesty International and human rights 
centres in universities across the world, has brought Cambridge 
and CGHR into the international Digital Verification Corps 
project. Volunteer students, who are trained by Amnesty, 
support the NGO’s researchers with the discovery and 
verification of digital human rights evidence.

Our longstanding research on Digital Media, Voice & Power 
continues to go from strength to strength. Stephanie Diepeveen 
has led this stream, and a number of landmark publications and 
projects are shaping debates on how we understand politics in 
Africa in a digital age.

We have always laid strong emphasis on doing research with 
and through engaging policy and practice. During 2016-2018, 
this approach took full flight. Sharath took research leave and 
relocated to Nairobi, Kenya to lead Africa’s Voices Foundation, 
the non-profit spin-out of ongoing CGHR research on Digital 
Media, Voice and Power. In 2016, AVF won the Market Research 
Society’s ‘President’s Medal’ for its work with UNICEF Somalia that 
derives critical social insights for social programmes through 
meaningful analysis of citizen voices. Since then, its partnerships 
with Oxfam, Wellcome Trust, MasterCard Foundation and many 
others have evidenced the impact of high-quality academic 
research taken fully through to real world impact.

The Whistle, an academic start-up supporting the collection and 
analysis of digital human rights evidence, is another project with 
close ties to CGHR that synthesises research and practice.  In 
the past couple of years, The Whistle’s interdisciplinary team has 
conducted innovative research on the development, adoption 
and problems of technology for human rights reporting.  
Building on this research, the team designed The Whistle’s 
reporting platform and launched its first use case.  This is a 
collaboration with NGO Global Rights Nigeria, providing tailored 
technologies for its ‘Rape is a Crime’ campaign.   

As CGHR moves into the second half of its first decade, its 
insight into and impact on significant human rights and 
governance challenges continues to expand.  This would not be 
possible without our vibrant community of research associates 
and students, as well as our collaborators from the world of 
practitioners.  We are proud to showcase the results of all of their 
initiative in the pages that follow.
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How do human rights manifest 
themselves in the everyday lives 
of people?
This was the central question that the founding team behind Declarations 
set out to answer in October 2016, when the idea to start a podcast at 
the CGHR was conjured up. A passionate and talented group of graduate 
students – Eva Milne, Talia Zybuts, Max Curtis, Scott Novak, and Matt 
Mahmoudi – achieved something remarkable, and two years later the 
Podcast is stronger than ever. Capturing their motivation and experience, 
the founding team explained:

‘If human rights were more accessible, by emphasising their linkages to 
current affairs, perhaps individuals would be better positioned to engage 
with them — to mobilise a human rights narrative to effect change. As a 
public engagement project, the idea was conceptualized as a means for 
communicating CGHR research and issues to a wider general audience, 
through the initiation of informal dialogues about human rights in current 
affairs. 

‘The thing about podcasts is, once you’ve laid the groundwork, they’re easy 
to make. Sure, you have to invite your incredible guests, organise an outline, 
set up the equipment, make sure the recording goes off without a hitch, and 
spend ages meticulously splicing the audio together. But that’s the easy part. 
What defines a podcast, what makes it more than just a bunch of students 
chatting about politics, isn’t the fancy microphones or the theme tune or the 
number of listeners you have.

‘No, a podcast is a statement, an answer to the question of what sort of 
world we want to live in. And behind the scenes, every episode we made 

Podcast
Declarations – The Human Rights Podcast

Declarations: The Human Rights Podcast, talks human rights with people who study them and people who fight 
for them. It brings in academics, practitioners, and activists, to generate accessible discussions about human 
rights related issues around the world, for audiences who don't necessarily come from a political or social-
scientific background.

Declarations Podcast founding team, 2016–17
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was the product of a debate over the topic, how we wanted to frame it, how 
we thought it related to human rights, who we thought would be the most 
appropriate persons to speak about it, and what we hoped our audience 
would take away from it.’

Declarations saw listenership rise to just over 16,600 by the end of its 
first academic year, spread over the UK, US, and Australia. Starting with a 
group of just 5 students (all acting as producers, editors, and panelists in 
consort) and the support of CGHR’s Dr Sharath Srinivasan, the first season 
of the podcast guests included Pussy Riot’s Maria Alyokhina, Dr Ha-Joon 
Chang (author of 23 Things They Don’t Tell You about Capitalism), Dr Steven 
Livingston of George Washington University and Harvard’s Carr Center for 
Human Rights, and Claire Lauterbach of Privacy International. 

The podcast went from strength to strength in 2017-18, expanding to 
a listenership of over 55,000 from audiences in Cambridge, London, 
New York, Copenhagen, Seoul, Glasgow, Toronto, Dublin, Berlin, Perth, 
Hong Kong, Sao Paolo, Oslo, Madrid, and Vienna. By the end of the 
second season, the podcast had produced 38 episodes, covering as 
wide-ranging issues as the right to cultural artefacts (a discussion with 

Gweagal activist, Rodney Kelly), through to  decolonisation, the Rhodes 
Must Fall movement, refugee integration, the weaponisation of human 
rights, the role of economic institutions in human rights, the question of 
Palestine, the referendum on Ireland’s Eighth Amendment, fake news, 
and more. The podcast has come to serve as a platform for the sharing 
of best practices amongst activists, as well as for human rights education 
amongst students. It recently reached two particular milestones. The first 
was its partnership with Anchor.FM – a podcasting service which has 
helped distribute Declarations on platforms including Android/Google 
Play, Acast, and Spotify. A second milestone resulted from an invitation 
to take part in the ‘Contentious Narratives’ symposium at George 
Washington University in Washington, DC. This was an opportunity to not 
only document experts’ views on the shifting terrain of symbolic politics 
but also to collaborate with another podcast, Justice Matters of Harvard 
Kennedy School. The team also grew significantly, particularly with the 
development of the new role of student researchers. The second season 
of the podcast was convened by Surer Mohammed, Niyousha Bastani, 
Genevieve Riccoboni, Arindrajit Basu, Daniel Ferguson, Rachel Kay, Tiffanie 
Obilor, Michael Barton, and Matt Mahmoudi.

Declarations Podcast Team, 2017–18
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Overview

Africa’s Voices Foundation (AVF) – the non-profit organisation spun out in 
2015 from research at CGHR (funded by DFID-ESRC, the Cairns Charitable 
Trust and the Isaac Newton Trust amongst others) – is now a sought-after 
player in the citizen engagement and applied social science space with its 
established presence in East Africa. 

Africa’s Voices combines social science frameworks, media engagement 
and innovative computational science to provide powerful insights into 
the beliefs, opinions and priorities of citizens. Building on the original 
CGHR research on ‘New Communication Technologies and Citizen-led 
Governance in Africa’, AVF’s work is focused on two programme areas: 
Governance & Accountability and Citizen Evidence for Social Change. 
By curating real inclusive social spaces using digital media and novel 

research design and method, AVF amplifies citizens’ voices and influences 
evidence-based programming grounded in people’s everyday realities. 
Our growing list of partners includes Oxfam, UNICEF, Wellcome Trust, 
MasterCard Foundation and the European Union. 

2017 marked an important chapter for AVF, when Cambridge granted 
Sharath Srinivasan two years of leave to lead AVF’s impact from Nairobi. 
Since then, he has spearheaded new partnerships and innovations, 
grown the organisation significantly, and driven collaborations with 
Cambridge researchers on several publications. 

In 2018, AVF received a second grant from the Hewlett Foundation, worth 
$600,000. With this, and with support from others including The David 
and Elaine Potter Foundation, The Cairns Charitable Trust and the Mai 
Family Foundation, AVF has invested in its Nairobi-based team and in 
developing and implementing research innovations and cutting-edge 
data technologies. 

Collaboration with Cambridge Computer Laboratory 

Our ongoing collaboration with the Computer Laboratory, including with 
Prof Alan Blackwell and colleagues, and with pump-priming support from 
the Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF), resulted in the technology 
prototypes powering AVF’s powerful data analytic capabilities. 

CODA, created to help researchers at AVF to quickly analyse large volumes 
of text in low-resource languages, was first introduced in 2017, followed 
by an improved version, CODA 2, in 2018. Among others, CODA 2 allowed 
AVF to support our Somali-speaking researchers to analyse complex 
messages received from nearly 9000 people on the humanitarian crisis in 
Somalia as part of our partnership with REACH, an initiative of the United 
Nations’ Operational Satellite Applications Programme.

Impact
Africa’s Voices Foundation

A screenshot from a dummy data file uploaded for analysis to CODA
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Collaboration with CGHR 

In 2017, with funding from the Wellcome Trust, AVF collaborated 
with colleagues from CGHR to innovate on socio-technical solutions 
for rapid health communications and social insights in public health 
emergencies, deployed in the context of cholera outbreaks in Somalia. 
The project evaluated interactive radio and SMS as a means of 
understanding perceptions of cholera risk and preparedness among 
communities in south-central Somalia, testing a hypothesis that the 
data could serve as an early warning mechanism ahead of future 
outbreaks but also to point at specific socio-cultural factors that 
could influence a programmatic intervention during public health 
emergencies.

Drawing on the outcomes of the Wellcome Trust project, Dr Srinivasan 
and CGHR’s Dr Johanna Riha received funding from the ESRC Impact 
Acceleration Account (IAA) Programme to explore the potential 
of secondary NGO data in Somalia with a view of improving rapid 
response to cholera outbreaks. The project provides for a workshop in 
2019 with key NGO leads working in Somalia. 

Staff and Board appointments 

In 2016, AVF opened an office in Nairobi which today hosts the 
majority of the team. By late 2018, AVF employed a diverse team of 17 
across Kenya and the UK, including a growing number of Kenyan and 
Somali researchers and consultants. Our recently appointed Director 
of Innovation & Learning, Luke Church, is an Affiliated Lecturer at The 
Computer Laboratory. 

Our Board of Trustees welcomed Laila Macharia, serial entrepreneur 
and angel investor, in 2016 and Adrian Poffley, a Chief Administrative 
Officer at the World Bank in 2018. Together they bring a wealth of 
expertise from successful careers in the private sector and international 
development respectively. 

Recognition of AVF’s methodology 

In 2018, AVF’s unique interactive radio methodology was commended 
in the United Nations’ 2019 Humanitarian Needs Overview for Somalia 
as an effective solution for consulting citizens at scale. This was in 
recognition of work that AVF delivered in partnership with NGO REACH 
in Somalia to ensure that the voices of affected populations influence 
the humanitarian planning process. The report reads: 

‘The use of radio has been proven particularly efficient and effective in 
Somalia, especially in hard to reach areas. {...} the collecting of feedback 
from radio listeners across the country enabled people, even from the most 
vulnerable communities, to share their concerns and views, consequently 
allowing the humanitarian community to make associated adjustments. 
Interactive radio programmes and SMS messaging by Africa’s Voices 
Foundation garnered feedback from 8,955 individuals across every region 
in Somalia. An extremely high proportion of respondents (87%) indicated 
that they felt the consultations had made them feel more included in 
decision-making, and the same proportion further reported that they would 
like to see this process repeated in the future. This should be fully taken into 
account in community engagement planning in the HRP.’ 

In December 2016, we were awarded the UK Market Research Society 
(MRS) President’s Medal for our work in Somalia, which is given annually 
for an extraordinary contribution to research. The MRS President, Dame 
Dianne Thompson, said, ‘In a country with insecure and inaccessible 
regions, Africa’s Voices has developed an admirable partnership with 
UNICEF Somalia. Their work helps to amplify the voices of hard-to-reach 
communities and is proof positive of research as a force for good.’

With a view of sharing our expertise and learning with partners and 
African researchers, we hosted our inaugural AVF Academy in Nairobi in 
September 2017 led by AVF’s senior researchers alongside our Trustee, 
Dr David Good.

2017 inaugural AVF Academy
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Research

PIC HERE ?

Highlights 

Between 2016 and 2018, Africa’s Voices enabled humanitarian 
organisations, government institutions and development partners to 
listen with speed, inclusiveness, and rigour to the citizens they serve 
and in return, adapt their programming to be more effective and 
accountable. By doing so, we enabled accountable and responsive 
cash transfers to 33,000 drought-struck Somali households; provided 
a platform for 9000 Somalis to voice their opinions on humanitarian 
priorities; and generated evidence on how to overcome social norms 
that act as barriers to girls’ education in Dadaab and Kakuma refugee 
camps.

Piloting an engagement platform to amplify youth 
voices (MasterCard Foundation) 

In 2018, AVF piloted an engagement platform used for diagnostic 
research of youth needs, as a channel for feedback on programme 
adaptation and as a means for impact evaluation. We worked with 
the MasterCard Foundation to design their programme interventions 

in Nairobi based on feedback provided directly from youth. The 
platform enables sustained one-to-one communications with project 
constituents and has opened up new possibilities for AVF’s offering and 
capabilities. 

Imaqal (Somalia Stability Fund)

In 2018, the Somalia Stability Fund, a multi-donor fund working towards 
a peaceful, secure and stable Somalia, invested $1m in Africa’s Voices 
to implement Imaqal, an intervention to promote greater equality and 
social inclusion through media in Somalia. Imaqal is the largest project 
Africa’s Voices has been awarded to date and is being implemented 
with Somaliland-based NGO and long-term partner of AVF, MediaINK. 
 
With constant developments, we’re looking forward to a busy 
year ahead as we further expand our operations and find ways 
to apply our capabilities to new topics and contexts. Stay up-
to-date via our website, www.africasvoices.org, and join our 
mailing list. 

AVF Team retreat in Lake Naivasha, November 2018
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Digital Media, Voice and Power

New research directions into Digital Media, 
Voice and Power

In December 2016, Dr Stephanie Diepeveen was brought on as a 
postdoctoral research associate in the theme. Led by Dr Diepeveen 
and the Centre’s Director, Dr Sharath Srinivasan, CGHR researchers 
pursued several strands of research all intended to set a strong footing 
for asking questions about future politics in the context of changing 
communication media in Africa in the upcoming year.

One strand of research took a historical perspective on communication, 
power and the state on the continent. How have past disruptions 
in communication media mattered to the exercise of power? How 
can these past developments help us to ask better questions of 
contemporary politics in a digital age? To answer these questions, 
Dr Diepeveen and Dr Srinivasan conducted a critical survey of 
scholarship on state formation in Africa from a communication 
perspective. Thus far, findings from this research will be disseminated as 
part of the Oxford Research Encyclopaedia of Politics.

Also contributing to deeper understanding of the relationship 
between power and digital media in Africa, Dr Srinivasan furthered 
a collaborative effort with Dr Harry Verhoeven and Professor Anatol 
Lieven of Georgetown University’s School of Foreign Service in 
Qatar. This explores changing politics in the Indian Ocean World. Dr 
Srinivasan’s contribution examines the nature of state authority in Africa 
in a digital age, looking at processes of accumulation, broadcasting 
authority and legitimation in the East African coastal region. He shared 
progress in this research at an international conference on ‘The liberal 
state and its alternatives in the Indian Ocean World’ at Georgetown’s 
Doha campus in March 2017. 

2016-2018 also saw important progress into research into voice and 
power from the perspective of ‘publics’, and how digital media affect 
the spaces in which people debate and deliberate politics in everyday 
life. In September 2016, CGHR hosted a lively and focused workshop 
with scholars interested in publics and digital media in Eastern Africa, 
also supported by CRASSH and the British Institute in Eastern Africa.  
Sparked by this workshop, Dr Diepeveen, Dr Srinivasan and Dr George 
Karekwaivanane (CGHR affiliate based at the University of Edinburgh) 
co-edited a journal special issue on this theme, to be published in 
the Journal of Eastern African Studies in early 2019. It provides a rich, 
empirically-grounded perspective into publics in a digital age in various 
manifestations from across the region, from the contested state in the 
Somali region, to the more managed and closed digital environments in 
Ethiopia, Sudan and Rwanda. The launch of the special issue is planned 
for January 2019.

Looking forward to new trends in research on power and politics 
in a digital age, 2016-18 was a period in which Dr Srinivasan and Dr 
Diepeveen deepened existing and established new collaborations 
aimed at carving out new pathways in theoretical and empirical 
approaches to the study of digital media and power. Dr Srinivasan 
developed further research collaborations with the Computer Lab at 
Cambridge to initiate interdisciplinary research into digital technologies 
and the exercise of power. This also had a very practical dimension, 
namely the development of technology prototypes currently being 
deployed by Africa’s Voices Foundation to allow social research in local 
African languages to be more scalable and efficient. 

PEOPLE WORKING ON THIS THEME:
Dr Stephanie Diepeveen
Dr Sharath Srinivasan
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Research

Dr Diepeveen participated in a series of collaborative workshops led by 
scholars from the LSE and the University of Oxford to rethink normative 
politics from an African perspective. Her contribution has been to 
extend this to the study of power and publics. The papers developed 
through this collaboration were submitted as part of a journal special 
issue in the summer of 2018.

Dr Diepeveen also furthered the Centre’s research on coercive power 
and social media in Africa through a collaborative book project 
led by researchers from the University of Edinburgh. Through this, 
CGHR is contributing to the development and synthesis of empirical 
research into security and surveillance of social media from the African 
continent.

Finally, throughout the period, Dr Srinivasan and Dr Diepeveen 
continued to consolidate and disseminate findings from the Centre’s 
past research on interactive radio, voice and publics. This includes the 
publication of an article in the International Journal of Press/Politics 
and two seminar presentations at the Department of Media and 
Communications at the LSE. This research crystallises the key findings 
from PiMA about the political power of interactive radio shows in Kenya 
and Zambia, and how the show’s dynamism is linked to its existence as 
a social space involving a host and participating audience members.

Workshops and External Presentations

Diepeveen, Stephanie. “The local politics of Facebook use in Kenya.” 
Presentation at a Foreign and Commonwealth Office Study Day, 
London, 1 March 2018.

Srinivasan, Sharath. “Disinformation, surveillance and suppression: 
Comparing state responses to digitally networked counter-power in 
Kenya, Ethiopia and Sudan” Presented at George Washington University 
& the International Studies Association, March 2018.

Diepeveen, Stephanie. “Re-evaluating ICT4D: A political framework for 
assessing ‘voice’ in ICT-based development interventions.” Presentation 
at the Human Development and Capabilities Approach Conference, Cape 
Town, South Africa 6-8 September 2017.

Diepeveen, Stephanie. “Why Facebook cannot be democratic: A critical 
take on political information flows and social media use from Mombasa, 
Kenya.” Presentation at Beyond the Hashtag: Social Media in Africa 
symposium at the University of Edinburgh, 26-27 April 2017.

Srinivasan, Sharath. “Gatekeeping and broadcasting in a digital age: 
State and power in East Africa” Presentation at The liberal state and 
its alternatives in the Indian Ocean World, international conference at 
Georgetown University – Qatar, 20-21 March 2017.

Diepeveen, Stephanie. “Reimagining African Publics: Facebook and 
everyday politics in Mombasa, Kenya.” Presentation at the African Studies 
Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., December 2016.

“Publics and counterpublics in Africa.” Workshop convened at the 
University of Cambridge, co-sponsored by CGHR, CRASSH and the 
British Institute in Eastern Africa. 

Publications

Diepeveen, S. (2016). “Politics in everyday Kenyan street-life: The people’s 
parliament in Mombasa, Kenya.” Journal of Eastern African Studies, 10 (2), 
266-283.

Srinivasan, S. and Diepeveen, S. (2018). ‘The power of the “audience-
public”: Interactive radio in Africa’. The International Journal of Press/Politics 
23 (3), no. 3:289-412.

Diepeveen, S. (2019). “The limits of publicity: Facebook and the 
transformation of a public realm in Mombasa, Kenya.” Journal of Eastern 
African Studies, 13 (1), 158-174.

Srinivasan, S., Diepeveen, S., & Karakwaivanane, G. (2019). “Publics in 
Africa in a Digital Age.” Journal of Eastern African Studies, 13 (1), 2-17.

Roundtable: 
Digital publics and 
counterpublics in 
Africa (2016) - 
Dr Duncan Omanga, 
Dr Andrea Grant 

Digital Media, Voice and Power
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Health epidemics present challenges for rapidly gathering socio-cultural 
insights to better tailor and evaluate public health interventions. 
Without effective and robust communication channels, public health 
advice quickly becomes unidirectional and interventions unilateral. 
Epidemics, Digital Media and Health Communications in Africa, funded 
by The Wellcome Trust and DFID, is a two-part project aimed at 
evaluating and further developing two-way channels for rapidly 
gathering socio-cultural insights that matter during an epidemic and 
in the post-epidemic care landscape. We are developing new ways of 
communicating with hard-to-reach populations, using interactive radio, 
while concurrently evaluating the validity of interactive radio programs 
during emergencies. 

The first part of the project was set in Praia, Cape Verde during 2017, in 
partnership with the Cape Verdean National Institute for Public Health. 
We created an exciting radio series called 'VOZ di COMUNIDADE', 
that aired in the local Kirolu language on two radio stations, Praia FM 
and Ponta D’agua Community Radio. We have successfully aired over 
twenty shows on a range of topics, from zika and women’s rights to 
the structural causes of mosquito-borne disease, like limited rubbish 
removal infrastructure and chronic water shortages. At the same time, 
we conducted extensive focus-group research in the most vulnerable 
communities in the city to better understand the sociocultural issues 
related to zika, as well as to understand how conventional qualitative 
methods (like focus groups) and interactive radio can be used 
simultaneously to rapidly respond during an epidemic. 

The second phase of the project, taking place between February and 
December 2018 in partnership with UNICEF Somalia, will evaluate 
the interactive radio and SMS method as a means of understanding 
perceptions of cholera risk and preparedness among communities 
in the South Central Zone of Somalia. The aim is to assess whether 

this data could serve as an early warning ahead of an outbreak but 
also point to specific socio-cultural elements that could influence a 
programmatic intervention during a cholera outbreak. The project 
focuses specifically on communities in Mogadishu, Kismayo, Baidoa, 
and Beledweyne, where recent Ministry of Health and World Health 
Organization epidemiological bulletins highlighted new cases of 
cholera. Furthermore, flooding in 2017 increased the risk of a cholera 
outbreak in these areas. In addition to the interactive radio shows, we 
will also collect identical data from focus groups and call centres in 
Mogadishu during the same time period. This will allow us to validate 
data collected via the interactive radio by comparing it to data from the 
other two sources.

The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has made clear that novel, rapid and 
iterative modes of public health communications are necessary during 
public health crises. This research, then, is of critical value to global 
health and development actors interested in developing rapid-response 
tools for gathering beliefs and opinions concerning sociocultural beliefs, 
health behaviours and disease transmission during epidemics and other 
health crises. 

PEOPLE WORKING ON THIS PROJECT:
Dr Sharath Srinivasan
Dr Johanna Riha
Dr Laurie Denyer Willis
Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes

Epidemics, Digital Media and Health Communications in Africa
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Justice & Accountability

Research

The theme comprises two sub-themes: one on ‘Critical Transitional Justice’ 
and one on ‘Prevention and Investigation of Unlawful Killings.’  The latter 
sub-theme, convened by CGHR Research Associate Dr Thomas Probert, 
contains past research projects on the Right to Life, conducted in support 
of the mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary 
or arbitrary executions. The Critical Transitional Justice sub-theme 
convened by post-doctoral researcher and former POLIS/CGHR PhD 
student, Dr Njoki Wamai, was a new project in 2017-18. 

Finalisation and publication of the Minnesota 
Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful 
Death (2016)

Ever since the beginning of CGHR’s research on the right to life, its work 
has underlined the significance of accountability.  Whether thinking 
about responses to threats to the safety of journalists, the potential 
capabilities of ICTs for human rights advocacy, or as part of its survey 
of Unlawful Killings in Africa, CGHR research has drawn attention to the 
fact that the failure of the State to pursue accountability for a potential 
violation of the right to life is itself a violation of that right.

Building upon this research, one of the Special 
Rapporteur’s longest-running projects was the 
process to revise the ‘Minnesota Protocol’, the 
name given to the UN document, adopted in 
1991, that had become the principal reference 
point for standards concerning forensic 
investigations of those deaths suspected to 
involve the State. Along with the Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), 
the Special Rapporteur convened expert drafting 

groups and an international advisory panel to update the document. The 
result, the Minnesota Protocol on the Investigation of Potentially Unlawful 
Death (2016), was published by OHCHR in 2017.

During his secondment at OHCHR, Dr Probert played an important role in 
the convening and deliberations of the Working Groups that undertook 
the revision. He will now continue to work with the Office, the Centre for 
Human Rights in Pretoria, the Geneva Academy and others to devise ways 
of ensuring the Minnesota Protocol reaches those who have greatest 
need or use for it.

Empowering accountability mechanisms in Africa

Building upon the General Comment it adopted 
in 2015 after a process that benefitted greatly 
from CGHR’s research on Unlawful Killings in Africa, 
the Commission continued to weigh the issue 
and at its 60th Ordinary Session, held in Niger in 
May 2017, passed a new resolution on the right to 
life in Africa.  In it, the Commission urged all States 
Parties ‘to establish mechanisms to ensure that a 
prompt, impartial, and effective investigation is 
conducted into any potentially unlawful death or 
enforced disappearance in its jurisdiction’.

Meanwhile, Dr Probert was a leading member of a research team based 
at the University of Pretoria focussed on the question of to what extent 
national commissions of inquiry could play a role as accountability 
mechanisms in the aftermath of violations of the right to life. This four-
year project concluded in 2018 after research visits in seven African 
countries to investigate six different national commissions of inquiry, 
which have been brought together in a book manuscript to be published 
in the next year.

PEOPLE WORKING ON THIS THEME:
Dr Thomas Probert 
Dr Njoki Wamai
Surer Mohammed
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Justice & Accountability
Building upon the Minnesota Protocol, Dr Probert is now participating 
in a project in Kenya to work with the Independent Police Oversight 
Authority (IPOA) to bring their investigative training and procedures into 
line with international standards. This project was launched in February 
2018 and will run for the next three years.

Freedom from Violence

In 2015-16, CGHR collaborated with Cristof Heyns, professor of human 
rights law at the University of Pretoria and a member of the United 
Nations Human Rights Committee, to prepare a research pack around 
the intersection of a public-health-based approach toward violence-
reduction and the human-rights-based questions of the protection of 
the right to life. This was with a view to the creation of an international 
multi-disciplinary research collaboration, which during 2016-18 took 
further strides. With a base in the University of Pretoria’s Future Africa hub, 
a group of ten doctoral students have already begun a diverse range of 
projects around a broad research agenda, with a further call open for 
2019.

The critical transitional justice sub-theme focused on understanding 
how justice and accountability is negotiated after conflict in different 
contexts. The sub-theme explores the frictions and innovations that 
have emerged in the implementation of transitional justice mechanisms 
within local peace building contexts in Africa. Specifically, Dr Wamai and 
Ms Mohammed, a PhD student at CGHR/POLIS funded by the David and 
Elaine Potter Foundation and the Cambridge Trust, critically examined the 
challenges faced in implementing the transitional justice mechanisms in 
Kenya and the proposed one in Somalia. 

At a time when the ICC is under criticism, especially by African political 
elites, for its selective bias, the Kenyan research project was important 
in providing evidence on victims’ and citizens’ agency during the 
implementation of transitional justice programmes at the everyday level.  
The research illustrates the effects of the ICC interventions beyond The 
Hague, and it introduced everyday vernacular discourses of transitional 
justice. Development of publications from this research, which was Dr 
Wamai’s doctoral research, is still ongoing. 

In advancing the Critical Transitional Justice thematic area of the centre, 
Dr Wamai became a co-convenor of the Critical Transitional Justice 
Research Project with Dr Adam Branch (POLIS) and Dr Sarah Nouwen 
(Law), part of Cambridge’s Rethinking Transitional Justice from African 
Perspectives initiative. Ms Mohammed was the research assistant working 
on the project. The project, like the proposed critical transitional justice 
research theme, conceptually challenged dominant transitional justice 
practices in the West. Two African activists from Kenya and Uganda 
presented their experiences working on transitional justice issues from 
African perspectives.

Seminar on Kenyan elections: ‘What’s Next for Kenya after the 2017 
Elections? The Good, the Bad and the Ugly’ (November 2017)

Panel ’Policing with Human Rights’ (Cambridge, January 2018)
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Publications

Heyns, C & T. Probert, ‘Casting Fresh Light on the Supreme Right: The 
African Commission’s General Comment No.3 on the right to life’ in 
Tiyanjana Maluwa et al. Pursuit of a Brave New World: Essays in Honour of 
John Dugard (Brill, 2017)

Heyns, C, T. Probert & T. Borden ‘The Right to Life and the Progressive 
Abolition of the Death Penalty’ in De Guzman, M et al (eds.) Arcs of 
Global Justice: Essays in Honour of William A. Schabas (OUP, 2017) 

Probert, T. ‘The Role of the UN Human Rights Council Special 
Procedures in Protecting the Right to Life in Armed Conflicts’ in Dan 
Kuwali & Frans Viljoen (eds.) By all Means Necessary: Protecting Civilians 
and Preventing Mass Atrocities in Africa (Pretoria University Law Press, 
2017)

Probert, T. ‘Vehicles for Accountability or Cloaks of Impunity? How Can 
National Commissions of Inquiry Achieve Accountability for Violations 
of the Right to Life?’ Institute for Justice & Reconciliation Policy Brief No.25 
(May 2017)

Media Impact 

During the year, Dr Wamai wrote several opinion pieces and 
commentaries on Kenyan elections and was also interviewed by 
various media on Kenyan elections and the aftermath including 
the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), Australian Broadcasting 
Corporation (ABC), Arise TV, Cape town Radio, Daily Nation, The 
Conversation, In the Long Run and BBC Radio.

Conferences and Events

‘Towards a System of International Justice’ (Arusha, October 
2016) Dr Probert was invited to present to this symposium convened 
by and for the eminent members of the Africa Group for Justice 
and Accountability, on the role that can be played by national 
commissions of inquiry in the pursuit of accountability.

‘What’s Next for Kenya After the 2017 Elections? The Good, 
the Bad and the Ugly’ (Cambridge, November 2017) Dr Wamai 
organized a seminar on Kenyan elections in November 2017 where 
a Kenyan researchers panel – Dr Wamai, Patrick Mutahi and Kamau 
Wairuri (both of the University of Edinburgh) – discussed various 
aspects of the two Kenyan elections in 2017 including Security and 
the Kenyan elections, populism in the Kenyan elections and political 
parties in Kenya.

‘Policing with Human Rights’ (Cambridge, January 2018) In 
the context of bringing together work on human rights and the 
Sustainable Development Goals with respect to violence reduction, 
CGHR convened a panel of speakers on effective and accountable 
policing. Dr Probert was joined by Christof Heyns (UN Human Rights 
Committee) as well as Anneke Osse, an expert on policing who 
had recently been involved in the drafting of the OHCHR/UNODC 
Handbook, and Dr Stuart Maslen (University of Pretoria), who had 
recently published a book on the use of force by the police with CUP. 

‘Expert Seminar on Current Challenges in Human Rights: 
Policing of Assemblies’ (Geneva, May 2017, March 2018, June 
2018) Following the success of the expert seminar on the right to 
life convened by Professor Heyns and Dr Probert in 2016, they again 
collaborated with the Geneva Academy to offer a series of platforms 
for discussion of pressing issues, focussing on one that had been 
central to the work of the mandate for many years – the use of force 
and accountability in the context of policing assemblies, gradually 
focussing more and more on the use of so-called ‘less-lethal weapons’.

Research
Justice & Accountability
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Human Rights in the Digital Age

Introduction 

In 2016-18, the ‘Human Rights in the Digital Age’ CGHR research theme 
further consolidated through its collaborative research combining 
theory and praxis as well as through its outreach, including publications 
and events. In doing so, the theme provided a space to reflect on this 
shifting and complex terrain and to build theoretical and practical 
responses to this terrain’s challenges.

The Whistle, an academic start-
up supporting the reporting 
and verification of digital human 

rights information, continued its EU Horizon 2020-funded research, 
supported by an excellent interdisciplinary team of researchers and 
programmers and kept company by the ESRC and Isaac Newton 
Trust-funded ‘Social Media, Human Rights NGOs and the Potential for 
Governmental Accountability’ project. The Whistle undertook its first use 
case through collaborating with NGO Global Rights Nigeria on its ‘Rape 
is a Crime’ digital reporting campaign. This involved the design, launch 
and ongoing support of a dashboard that connects witnesses and 
victims of sexual abuse with Global Rights.  

Workshop on ‘Human Rights Practice in the 
Digital Age’

In March 2017, together with the University of Essex’s Human Rights, 
Big Data and Technology project, the research theme co-sponsored 
a workshop on human rights practice in the digital age co-organised 
by Dr McPherson and Dr Simpson.  Participants included practitioners 
and scholars working in a range of disciplines (computer science, 
law, media and communications, political science and sociology) to 

PEOPLE WORKING ON THIS THEME:
Dr Ella McPherson
Dr Cohen Simpson
Matthew Mahmoudi

address four themed sessions: fact-finding innovations; representing 
and advocating human rights in the digital age; clashes between new 
technologies and existing practices; and risk and human rights practice.

Teach-Out and Conference: The Post-Truth 
Phenomenon

CGHR co-funded the 2018 ‘Post-Truth Phenomenon’ conference 
(which became a teach-out in solidarity with the UCU strike), co-
organised by Dr McPherson, Dr Mara Polgovsky Ezcurra and Devika 
Ranjan.  This event was an opportunity to consolidate and advance our 
understanding of the post-truth phenomenon through collaborative 
activities and interdisciplinary conversation, including through the 
lenses of journalism, feminism, politics, theatre, academia, film, art, 
human rights and technology.  Of particular relevance to this theme 
was the panel on ‘Evidence in the Post-Truth Era: Human Rights 
Perspectives,’ which featured Sam Dubberley of Amnesty International 
and the University of Essex, Zara Rahman of The Engine Room and 
digitalHKS at the Harvard Kennedy School, Theo Resnikoff of Forensic 
Architecture and Haley Willis of Berkeley’s Digital Verification Corps.  
Cambridge’s Pamela Mishkin and Richard Mills respectively demoed The 
Whistle and WikiRate at the Truth Technologies session.

Digital Verification Corps Summit

In June, CGHR was delighted to co-host the second annual 2018 Digital 
Verification Corps Summit in collaboration with Amnesty International 
and with support from Open Society Foundations.  Five students and a 
faculty representative from each of the DVC host universities (Berkeley, 
Toronto, Essex, Hong Kong and Pretoria) were invited to Cambridge, 
along with key staff from Amnesty International. The summit was held 

17 BIENNIAL REPORT 2016–2018



Research

over two days with an agenda designed to knowledge exchange 
among DVC volunteers and experts in the field of open source 
investigations and human rights.  Among other activities, we ran a 
‘verification-athon’ where students from different universities worked 
on verification challenges set by Amnesty researchers that fed directly 
into their work on the ongoing conflict in Yemen and recent violence in 
Nicaragua.  The event received media coverage by France 24 as well in 
the German Amnesty Journal.

Speakers

Throughout the two years, invited speakers presented ideas 
on technology in the human rights context as a new mode of 
governance (The Whistle’s Matthew Mahmoudi), as enabling new 
forms of participation (Sam Dubberley, Amnesty International’s Digital 
Verification Corps and Alexa Koenig, Human Rights Center, UC Berkeley 
School of Law), as facilitating new methods of fact-finding and digital 
fakery (Steven Livingston, Carr Center, Harvard University and George 
Washington University and Maksymilian Czuperski, Atlantic Council) 
and as a source of promise and pitfalls for social change (Alix Dunn, The 
Engine Room).

CGHR Practitioner Paper Series

CGHR cross-published two insightful practitioner papers.  ‘DatNav: How 
to Navigate Digital Data for Human Rights Research’, produced by The 
Engine Room, Benetech and Amnesty International, is an introductory 
resource covering topics including documenting for court, using 
satellite and drone imagery, the safety of digital tools and preventing 
secondary trauma. ‘Technology Tools in Human Rights’, by The Engine 
Room’s Zara Rahman, overviews resources for and challenges of 
using technologies for human rights documentation.

Publications

McPherson, Ella. 2018. “Risk and the Pluralism of Digital Human 
Rights Fact-Finding and Advocacy,” Pp. 188-214 in New Technologies 
for Human Rights Law and Practice, edited by M. K. Land and J. D. 
Aronson.  Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press.

McPherson, Ella. 2017. “Social Media and Human 
Rights Advocacy.” Pp. 279-88 in The Routledge 
Companion to Media and Human Rights, edited 
by H. Tumber and S. Waisbord.  London, UK: 
Routledge.

McPherson, Ella and Thomas Probert.  2017. “Special Procedures in 
the Digital Age.” Pp. 261-270 in The United Nations Special Procedures 
System, edited by A. Nolan, R. Freedman and T. Murphy. Boston, 
MA: Brill.

Presentations:

Dr McPherson presented her research at a number of conferences, 
including Cambridge’s Excavating Media conference, the International 
Studies Association Annual Convention, RightsCon, the 
Hay Festival, the International Studies Association Annual 
Convention and Cambridge’s Sociology Seminar Series.  She 
also participated in a number of workshops and public events, 
including the “Datafication and Society Network Event” at Cardiff 
University, Amnesty International’s “Artificial Intelligence and Human 
Rights” roundtable, the Databox Project Launch, and the Cambridge 
Festival of Ideas. 
 
The Whistle’s Isabel Guenette Thornton and Sarah Villeneuve 
presented findings at the “Activist Scholarship in Human Rights” 
conference at the University of London.  Dr McPherson, Ms Guenette 
Thornton and Mr Mahmoudi spoke on behalf of the Whistle at the 
“Experts” Meeting on Digital Image Authentication and Classification” 
held by the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner of 
Human Rights.  Mr Mahmoudi co-convened a panel for RightsCon on 
“When One Size Does Not Fit All: Using Low Tech to Advance Access 
to Justice and Movement-Building in Human Rights.”

Human Rights in the Digital Age
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Cambridge’s Digital Verification Corps

As an increasing amount of social media data on human rights crimes 
and atrocities is made available online, it becomes proportionally 
crucial to improve and speed up the process through which human 
rights fact-finders gather, verify and present evidence. To this end, 
Amnesty International has started a global network of digital 
volunteers known as the Digital Verification Corps (DVC), led by Sam 
Dubberley. With the help of digital verification tools and training from 
Amnesty, the DVC works to advance human rights through locating 
and verifying digital evidence of violations.

In October 2017, CGHR was proud to launch its own DVC. Cambridge 
joined five other universities in running a student DVC that supports 
verification of digital content for Amnesty research into human rights 
violations.  Our 2017-18 DVC was made up of an interdisciplinary 
group of graduate students with a range of language skills and 
expertise and managed by Matt Mahmoudi, as student lead, and Dr 
Ella McPherson, as faculty lead.  

This year, we worked on identifying and verifying material related to 
a range of human rights violations, including cases of government 
crackdowns on protests in Togo, extrajudicial killings in Honduras, 
protests in the DRC and airstrikes in Aleppo and Yemen. We also 
spearheaded an ongoing project on labour exploitation in Qatar to 
support the ongoing work of Amnesty’s migration team. Using a 
new methodology devised by Cambridge student investigators that 
pulls data from social media, government and corporate contracts 
as well as recruitment agencies’ websites, Cambridge’s DVC worked 
with DVCs at Pretoria, Toronto and Berkeley to expose financial links 
underpinning sites of reported exploitation.  Throughout the year, the 
DVC’s research fed into a number of Amnesty reports, such as one 
about attacks on the Syrian town of Afrin.  

In addition to the research we are conducting for Amnesty, our DVC 
is also undertaking an auto-ethnographic research project at the 
Department of Sociology on epistemology in the digital age.

CG+ HR
CENTRE OF GOVERNANCE

AND HUMAN R IGHTS

Digital Verification Corps Summit (26-29th June 2018, Cambridge)
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Violence, Conflict and Peacebuilding

Research

PEOPLE WORKING ON THIS THEME:
Dr Devon Curtis 
Dr Gyda Sindre

Research in the Violence, Conflict and Peacebuilding theme of CGHR 
focused on a project analysing the trajectories of former non-state armed 
groups after conflict. CGHR supported a workshop on former armed groups 
and state-building, which has led to the preparation of a journal special 
issue and further collaborative research projects.

In January 2017, CGHR research associates Dr Sindre and Dr Curtis 
organised a workshop at Emmanuel College, Former Armed Groups and 
the Politics of State-building After War, with the support of CGHR and the 
Philomathia Foundation.

The workshop brought together an interdisciplinary group of 22 early-
career, mid-career and senior scholars, to explore and discuss the topic 
of rebel group inclusion into formal politics after conflict. The focus was 
on the diverse strategies and outcomes of political participation and 
mobilization by former armed groups and their leaders. Participants were 
invited to explore the question of how former armed groups continue to 
influence, implement and articulate ideas and practices of state building 
after the conflict has ended. Spanning cases in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin 
America and the Middle East, the workshop raised interesting avenues for 
comparative work as well as synergies across disciplines. 

The workshop builds on the on-going research initiatives of the CGHR’s 
Conflict, Violence and Peacebuilding research theme, as well as the 
organisers’ previous work on post-conflict political parties and post-conflict 
state-building. 

The primary outcome of the workshop will be a journal special issue on 
former armed groups and the ideas and practices of state transformation, 
co-edited by Dr Curtis and Dr Sindre (in progress). This issue will provide 
novel insights into issues related to the politics and practices of state-
building in post-conflict societies from multidisciplinary perspectives. 

The workshop formalised a research agenda on the political reconversion 
of armed groups within the Violence, Conflict and Peacebuilding cluster at 
CGHR. It has opened up areas for future collaborative research projects on 
questions of former armed groups reconversion and state-transformation, 
and CGHR Research Associates are currently preparing a larger collaborative 
grant application on this topic. 

In September 2017, Dr Sindre and Dr Curtis organised a second workshop 
at Emmanuel College on ‘Former armed groups, ideology and state 
transformation’, with generous support from the journal Government and 
Opposition. At the two-day workshop, a select group of authors discussed 
their research articles intended for a special issue in this journal that will 
focus on the particular role of ideology and ideas of former armed groups 
turned political parties. The workshop also served to initiate the new Politics 
After War Research Network, which will serve as a meeting ground for 
researchers working within this field.

Workshop at Emmanuel College, “Former Armed Groups and the 
Politics of State-building After War” (January 2017)
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In April 2018, Dr Sindre organised the first Politics After War Conference on 
the sub-theme, ‘Rebel Group Inclusion and the Effects on Democracy’. 
 
This two-day conference brought together a group of 25 scholars to work 
on a collaborative book project on political parties and democracy in 
post-civil war contexts. Participants were invited to discuss their draft book 
chapters on rebel group inclusion and the impacts on governance, stability 
and democracy. The conference included papers on post-civil war party 
politics across a number of post-civil war contexts in Western and Eastern 
Europe, Central, South and Southeast Asia, Latin America, the Middle East 
and Africa. The full programme is available here: https://politicsafterwar.
com/2018/05/02/conference-on-rebel-inclusion-and-democracy/ 
 
The conference also marked the launch of the Politics After War Research 
Network's website: www.politicsafterwar.com. The PAW-Network, founded 
and convened by Dr Sindre, is an interdisciplinary research network 
established to conduct and promote interdisciplinary research on political 
parties and mobilisation, democratisation and state-building in post-civil 
war contexts. 
 
The outcome of the conference is a book, co-edited by Dr Sindre and 
Professor John Ishiyama (University of North Texas), that will appear in 2019.

Publications

Curtis, Devon E. A. “South Africa’s Peacemaking Efforts in Africa: 
Ideas, Interests and Influence”, in Kudrat Virk and Ade Adebajo 
(eds), South Africa’s Foreign Policy Twenty Years after the end of 
Apartheid, IB Tauris, 2017.

Curtis, Devon E.A. “Burundi: Recent History”, in Africa South of the 
Sahara 2017, Abingdon, Routledge, 2017. 

Sindre, Gyda M. “From Secessionism to Regionalism: Intra-
organizational Conflict and Ideological Moderation within Armed 
Secessionist Movements”. Political Geography 64 (May): 23-32, 2018.

Sindre, Gyda M. “Indonesia: Dynamics of Regime Change”. Ch. 20 
in Burnell, Peter, Lise Rakner and Vicky Randall (eds.) Politics in the 
Developing World 5th ed, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.

Politics After War Conference (April 2018)
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CGHR Research Group 

The CGHR Research Group has been a forum for doctoral students and early-
career researchers from any disciplinary background researching issues of 
governance and human rights in global, regional and national contexts. The 
aim of the Research Group is to facilitate an exchange between younger and 
more established researchers, offering a forum for the development of new 
and innovative ideas, constructive criticism and stimulating debate. 

In 2016-17, the last year of a successful run, the CGHR Research Group hosted 
three interactive seminars on papers by doctoral students and early-career 
researchers from across the University of Cambridge. The papers touched 
various aspects of peace and conflict studies and human rights, discussing 
diverse topics from experiments with digital media in international human 
rights work, to citizenship struggles in Rio de Janeiro’s Subúbios, to radio and 
political change in Morocco. 

Discussants from a range of academic disciplines, including politics, 
communication studies, sociology and education, responded to the papers 
and helped spark discussion. The seminars again proved to be a productive 
forum for early career researchers to receive feedback from discussants and 
attendees to help them reflect on their work and prepare it for publication.  
Though the Research Group has concluded, CGHR continues to support early 
career researchers as they conduct and disseminate research in a variety of 
ways.

Digital Media as Experimental Governance: Shifting the 
Accountability Paradigm in International Human Rights?
Matthew S. Mahmoudi (POLIS) with discussant Dr Srinivasan
28 November 2016

Life Beside the State: Refusing Citizenship in Rio de Janeiro's 
Pentecostal Subúrbios
Laurie Denyer-Willis (CGHR, POLIS) with discussant Professor 
Sarah Radcliffe (Geography)
6 February 2017

Radio and Political Change: Everyday Life Listening in Morocco
Dr Ali Sonay (POLIS) with discussant Lorena Gazzotti (Centre of 
Development Studies)
6 March 2017

A Murdered Journalist and the Puncturing of a Culture of 
Impunity in Burkina Faso: The Pursuit of Justice for Norbert Zongo
Dr Thomas Probert (CGHR)
13 November 2017

Research Group
Human Rights PhD Triangle Conference, 
1 December 2016

Report by Sophie Rosenberg, POLIS PhD student

On 30 November 2016, several students from the CGHR student group 
attended a PhD Research Triangle event hosted by the University of Essex 
Human Rights Centre. Doctoral researchers from Cambridge, Essex, and the 
LSE presented an impressive and wide range of work across the fields of 
law, sociology, international relations and gender studies. 

Now in its sixth year, the graduate conference was split into three panels. 
After presenting their work – either their PhD project or a paper they are 
working on – students received constructive in-depth feedback from fellow 
students and lecturers. 

In the first session, Eka Lakobishvili (Essex) examined the state of protection 
for transgender prisoners under international human rights law. Clare 
Hammerton (Essex) discussed the link between conceptions of sexual 
rights and the implementation of development and poverty-alleviation 
programmes. Philippe van Basshuysen (LSE) applied matching theory 
to the current challenges of distributing refugees throughout the EU, by 
analysing refugee preferences and country quotas. 

In the second panel, Catherine Bevilacqua (Cambridge) presented her 
research on the implementation of human rights by the UN peacekeeping 
force in Haiti. Sophie Rosenberg (Cambridge) examined what the 
controversy surrounding the Côte d’Ivoire case at the International Criminal 
Court reveals around the norm of prosecutorial impartiality. Silvia Vinier 
(Essex) examined states’ negative and positive obligations in the context of 
risk and crisis management around environmental issues. 

In the third panel, Jennifer Chisholm (Cambridge) discussed the politics of 
indigeneity and community organising around rights to housing in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Sarah Trotter (LSE) deconstructed the implicit conceptions 
of ‘the individual’ and ‘being’ underpinning decisions in European human 
rights law. Morteza Shirzad (Essex) addressed the parameters of judicial 
independence in the Iranian judiciary, focusing on duty-based and rights-
based approaches to judicial decision-making.    
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Student Group 2016–17

The CGHR Student Group plays a crucial role in coordinating the 
Centre’s events and publicity. Bringing together students from a range 
of faculties, including POLIS, the Law Faculty and the Department of 
Sociology, the group aids the Centre’s efforts to expand its outreach 
while also providing both graduate and undergraduate students with 
the opportunity to shape the Centre’s work. The 2016-17 academic 
year was a particularly dynamic one for the Student Group, which hit 
the ground running with a number of new projects. 

The creation and successful launch of the Declarations podcast was 
one of the year’s Student Group initiatives. The energy with which the 
group approached the project was truly astounding – the idea was 
proposed at our very first Student Group meeting of the year, and 
by the next meeting two weeks later, the podcast was up and running! 
The podcast has allowed the Centre’s research to reach a wide audience 
of listeners, as each episode has featured a professor or graduate 
student doing research that pertains to the topic of human rights. The 
members of the Declarations team discuss their guests’ research in a 
way that is comprehensive but approachable, an approach that has 
made the podcast popular among both specialist and non-specialist 
audiences.  

Furthermore, we began hosting biweekly CGHR Salons, hour-
long forums in which we asked a Cambridge graduate student or 
professor to share their human rights-related research in a brief 
presentation, after which attendees discussed the research and its 
implications in an informal, relaxed environment. The topics covered 
included human rights violations committed in Rio de Janeiro in the 
lead-up to the 2016 Summer Olympics, parliamentary engagement on 
questions of military intervention in the United Kingdom, and Filipino 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s ‘War on Drugs’.  

Other projects pursued by the Student Group included a Day 
in the Life event, for which the Student Group travelled to 
London to attend a panel discussion hosted by the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group for Sudan and South Sudan.

“Serving as the 2016-2017 Student Group 
Coordinator has been one of the most 
valuable experiences of my time at Cambridge. 
Far more than the administrative duties of the 
role, I will remember the people it exposed 
me to: academics, practitioners, and graduate 
students seeking to both understand and shape 

the world we live in. Watching the members of the Student Group 
turn their ideas for new projects from visions to reality has been 
particularly meaningful, and it has assured me that the future of 
the field of human rights is filled with individuals who will pursue 
change with energy and enthusiasm. I look forward to seeing what 
CGHR and the Student Group accomplish in the years to come.”

By Nikta Daijavad 

Student Group Members
Nikta Daijavad 
David Orr
Georgiana Epure 
Beatriz Esperanca 
Laura Breen 
Matt Mahmoudi 
Eva Milne 
Scott Novak 
Max Curtis 
Talia Zybutz 
Joanna Kozlowska 
Mary Charlotte Carroll 
Florence Gildea

Students at CGHR
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Student Group 2017–18 

Students are vital to the work of CGHR, and, unsurprisingly, CGHR ended 
up with another ambitious cohort of students in 2017-18. In addition to 
carrying out the usual duties of assisting the CGHR with events around 
Cambridge and producing blog posts for the website, the students 
seized the opportunity to create their own projects, which they hope 
will continue to develop and grow in the coming years. 

The 2017-18 Student Group helped support the growth of the 
Declarations Podcast, which branched off independently this year 
and flourished. Our students also supported the Digital Verifications 
Corps (DVC), which successfully hosted its annual international summit 
at Cambridge this year.  

This Student Group also helped facilitate the Lent Term Practitioner 
Series. We invited Andrea Coomber, the Director of JUSTICE, who 
is an incredible and renowned advocate for human rights in the 
international space. Andrea packed the room and inspired many with 
her authenticity and passion for the work that she has done through 
JUSTICE and other human rights organizations. To learn more about 
Andrea and her talk please visit our event write-up (www.cghr.polis.
cam.ac.uk/news/Andrea_Coomber). 

Let’s talk: Climate Change and Human Rights

Students also established a ‘Let’s Talk’ series focused on pressing, 
less visible issues within the domain of human rights. The series is 
characterized by its format, which is a discussion/panel followed by a 
workshop so people can better channel their energies and carve a path 
forward. The Michaelmas event was, ‘Let’s Talk: Power and Powerlessness 
in Academia’, and the Easter Term event was, ‘Let’s Talk: Climate Change 
and Human Rights’. 

Students from this group continue to work together as a briefings team 
to produce a detailed but accessible guide on targeted killings.

“Working with CGHR and the students within 
the Student Group was one of my fondest 
memories during my time at Cambridge. As the 
student group coordinator, I was challenged as 
well as presented with unique opportunities to 
meet and deeply engage with leading minds 
committed to social justice. The work exposed 

me to new issues and enhanced my understanding of the field 
of human rights and has left me with a thirst to continue shaping 
its future. We started some exciting things this past year, and I 
thoroughly look forward to seeing them and future student groups 
flourish.”

By Alexis Pala, Student Group Coordinator

Coordinator
Alexis Pala 

Social Media Team
Anouk Wear
Lena Riecke
Tellef Raabe
 
Editorial Team
Zara Qaiser
Deepa Iyer
Jennifer Lee
Samantha Braver
 
Events Team
Cameron MacKay

Imogen Galiee
Dora Robinson
Aditi Patil
Felicia Cao
 
'Voices from the field' Team
Jacki Crowell
 
Policy Briefings Team 
Genevieve Riccoboni
Arindrajit (Jit) Basu
Michael Elliot
Joshua McLeod
Daniel Ferguson
Halah Ahmad
Tiffanie Chika Obilor

Student Group members 2017–18
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Practitioner Series 
The goal of the annual Practitioner Series is to introduce students 
to professionals working in a sector of interest. Practitioners are 
encouraged not only to speak about the substance of their work, but 
also about their career pathways to help shed light on what work is like 
in these sectors and how one might pursue a career in them. 

In 2017, we welcomed Sandrine Tiller, Humanitarian Adviser (MSF-UK), 
Marcus Lenzen, Senior Conflict Adviser, DFID, Fiona O’Brien, Foreign 
Correspondent, Academic, Communications Consultant (Kingston 
University), and Antonio Marchesi, Università di Teramo, Amnesty 
Italy. For the 2018 series we welcomed Alix Dunn, Executive Director, 
The Engine Room, Andrea Coomber, Director, JUSTICE, Dr Sharath 
Srinivasan, Director, Africa’s Voices, and Elizabeth Davies, Senior 
Broadcast Journalist, BBC World Service.

Public Events

Ella McPherson & Andrea Coomber Devon Curtis & Elizabeth Davies

Sharath Srinivasan
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CGHR Events 2016-18

Michaelmas Term 2016

Book Launch: Why Comrades Go to War
Harry Verhoeven (Georgetown), Philip Roessler (College of William and 
Mary), Christopher Clapham (discussant, Cambridge)

Whither South Sudan? Prospects for War, Peace Building and 
Politics in the World's Newest State
Majak D'Agoot (former Deputy Defence Minister), Peter Biar Ajak (POLIS, 
PhD student), Dr Sharath Srinivasan (Director CGHR, Chair)

Film Screening: Things of the Aimless Wanderer
Kiev Ruhorahoza (film Director), Piotr Cieplak and Dr Andrea Grant

In Conversation: Richard Leakey FRS on Kenyan Politics, African 
Politics
Professor Richard Leakey (Stony Brook University, Turkana Basin Institute)

Book Talk: Democracy in Africa
Dr Nic Cheeseman (Oxford)

CGHR Research Group: Digital Media as Experimental Governance: 
Shifting the Accountability Paradigm in International Human 
Rights?
Matthew Mahmoudi (POLIS), Dr Sharath Srinivasan (CGHR discussant)

Lent Term 2017

CGHR Research Group: Life Beside the State: Refusing citizenship in 
Rio de Janeiro's Pentecostal Subúrbios
Laurie Denyer-Willis (CGHR), Professor Sarah Radcliffe (Geography, 
discussant)

Film Screening: Wallah Je Te Jure 
Marcello Merletto (Director), Giacomo Zandonini (Assistant Producer)

CGHR Open Discussion Group: Fighting Female Genital Cutting in 
India
Reetika Subramanian (Cambridge) 

State Security, Torture and the Law 
Dr Onder Ozkalipci (Medical Expert), Dr Carla Ferstman (REDRESS) and Dr 
Lutz Oette (SOAS)

CGHR Research Group: Radio and Political Change: Everyday Life 
Listening in Morocco
Dr Ali Sonay (Cambridge), Lorena Gazzotti (Cambridge, discussant)

Beyond Clicktivism: New Models for Exposing Human Rights 
Violations in the Digital Age
Sam Dubberley (Amnesty International), Dr Alexa Koenig (UC Berkeley), 
Dr Ella McPherson (CGHR, discussant)

Easter Term 2017

Riot: Women and the Prison System, a Public Talk with Pussy Riot's 
Maria Alyokhina

A Day in the Life: Bede Sheppard from Human Rights Watch

Authority, Expertise and Race in the South African TRC
Prof Deborah Posel (University of Cape Town)

Digital Fact-Finding Without Borders: Transnational Advocacy in 
the 21st Century
Prof Steven Livingston (George Washington University)

Breaking Aleppo: Facts and Fictions of the Conflict 
Maksymilian Czuperski (Atlantic Council)

Public Events
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CGHR Practitioner Series with Alix 
Dunn, Director, The Engine Room

CGHR Practitioner Series with 
Andrea Coomber, Director, JUSTICE

CGHR Practitioner Series with 
Dr Sharath Srinivasan, Director, Africa's 
Voices

Teach-out Practitioner Series with 
Elizabeth Davies, BBC World Service

Teach-Out Conference: The Post-
Truth Phenomenon 

Easter Term 2018

Gender, UN Peacebuilding and the Politics of Space with Prof Laura 
Shepherd, Sydney University & Dr Maria Martin de Almagro, POLIS

Film Screening: Unseen Enemy with Dr Laurie Denyer Willis, Naima Vogt 
(Sierra Tango Productions)

Let’s Talk: Climate Change & Human Rights with Dr Shailaja Fennell 
(Centre of Development Studies), Cameron Mackay (CGHR student group), 
chaired by Dr Mette Eilstrup- Sangiovanni (POLIS)

2nd Digital Verification Summit, hosted by CGHR 
and Amnesty International in Cambridge

Michaelmas Term 2017

What's Next for Kenya after the 2017 Elections? The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly with Dr Njoki Wamai (CGHR), Patrick Mutahi (University of 
Edinburgh), Kamau Wairuri (University of Edinburgh)

CGHR Forum: Let’s Talk – Power and Powerlessness in Academia

Corruption as a Global Threat with Laurence Cockcroft (Co-founder, 
Transparency International) and Professor Jason Sharman (POLIS)

The Weaponisation of Human Rights with Chase Madar, journalist and 
author of The Passion of [Chelsea] Manning: The Story Behind the WikiLeaks 
Whistleblower 

Lent Term 2018

Film Screening: Chauka, Please Tell Us the Time with Arash Kamali 
Sarvestani (Director)

Policing with Human Rights: Promoting Peaceful and Inclusive 
Societies with Christof Heyns, Member of the UN Human Rights 
Committee & former UN Special Rapporteur on summary executions, 
Anneke Osse, consultant on policing and human rights, and Stuart Maslen, 
Honorary Professor, Faculty of Law (University of Pretoria)
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Film Screenings 2016–18
Our CGHR film series continued with the support of our student groups. 
In October 2016, we screened Things of the Aimless Wanderer, a 
film exploring the sensitive relationship between ‘Locals’ and 
‘Westerners’ through the lens of an African woman’s encounters with 
a variety of male figures. The screening was followed by a Q&A with 
Director Kiev Ruhorahoza, Piotr Cieplak (an expert on Rwandan film 
and photography), and Dr Andrea Grant (Centre of African Studies and 
CGHR). 

In March 2017, we collaborated with the Cambridge Migration 
Society to host a screening of the documentary film Wallah Je 
Te Jure. Directed by Marcelo Merletto, the film followed male and 
female migrants as they travelled from West Africa to Italy. The 
screening was followed by a Q&A with the director and with Assistant 
Producer Giacomo Zandonini.

In January 2018, together with Cambridge’s Amnesty International 
chapter, we featured Chauka: Please Tell Us the Time, a documentary 
that provides inside footage of the Manus Island refugee detention 
camp. The documentary was followed by a Q&A with the film’s director 
and producer, Arash Kavali Sarvestani. 

In May 2018, we screened Unseen Enemy, a documentary on the risk 
of a global pandemic and what can be done to stop it from happening. 
The screening was followed by a Q&A with Dr Laurie Denyer Willis 
(CGHR) and Naima Vogt (Sierra/Tango Productions).

Public Events
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David and Elaine Potter Lectureship

The David and Elaine Potter Lectureship, made possible by a generous 
benefaction to the University by the David and Elaine Potter Foundation 
in 2008, enabled the creation of CGHR. In his role as the David and 
Elaine Potter Lecturer in Governance and Human Rights in POLIS 
in 2016-17, Sharath Srinivasan organised and taught the Politics of 
Africa third-year undergraduate optional paper. This paper provides 
a broad multidisciplinary overview of major themes of comparative 
African politics, including globalisation, international intervention and 
economic development. It encourages a critical reflection on, and 
approach to, popular political and economic representations of Africa. 
The course has become one of the more popular third-year options for 
students of politics. Dr Srinivasan also organised and taught the Politics 
of Africa MPhil course, which included specialist modules on Corruption 
in Africa and on Digital Technologies and Politics in Africa. The David 
and Elaine Potter Lectureship also enabled supervision of Master’s level 
research projects on a range of specialist subjects, including in 2016–17: 
the impact of devolution on the emerging oil economy in Turkana, 
Kenya. In 2017-18, Dr Srinivasan was on research leave.
 

PhDs supervised by the Lectureship during 2016–18

Peter Biar Ajak: My research examines the Sudan People's Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and its role in the state formation in South 
Sudan, based on its exercise of political authority during the North-
South civil war and during the six-year interim period before the 
independence of South Sudan. My PhD research is jointly supported by 
the Cambridge International Trust and Trinity College, Cambridge.
 
Stephanie Diepeveen: My PhD research, funded by the Canadian 
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, examined the 
relationship between communication media and public spaces in 
contemporary Kenyan politics. It drew on interview and observation-
based fieldwork on the ground and online in Mombasa, Kenya, and 
examined the implications of digitally-mediated communication for 
‘citizens’ coming together to discuss ideas about the nature and exercise 
of power. Since completing my PhD in 2016, I have recently taken up a 
postdoctoral research associate post in CGHR/POLIS.
 
Njoki Wamai: My research aimed to understand why some victims 
who initially supported the International Criminal Court (ICC) in Kenya 
have now ‘moved on’ and how the different post-conflict agenda 
of those at the local level interact with transitional justice ideas and 
practices advanced by the ICC. My PhD was generously supported by 
the Gates Cambridge Trust, as a Gates Cambridge Scholar. I completed 
my PhD studies this year, and am exploring postdoctoral research 
possibilities in the areas of the politics of international intervention 
in Africa, transitional justice, race, and the politics of knowledge 
production. 

The David and Elaine Potter 
Lectureship in POLIS
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Co-Directors

Dr Ella McPherson  is Lecturer in the Sociology of 
New Media and Digital Technology at the Department 
of Sociology as well as the Anthony L. Lyster Fellow in 
Sociology at Queens’ College. At CGHR, she leads the 
Human Rights in the Digital Age theme. Her research 
focuses on the construction, evaluation and contestation 

of truth-claims in the public sphere, using human rights reporting as an 
empirical lens. Most recently, this includes her ESRC-funded project on 
Social Media, Human Rights NGOs, and the Potential for Governmental 
Accountability, as well as the Horizon 2020-funded project, The Whistle, 
which is developing tailored technologies to support the reporting and 
verification of human rights information. 

Dr Sharath Srinivasan, the Centre’s inaugural Director 
(2009-17) and the David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in the 
Department of POLIS, spearheaded the establishment of 
CGHR within Cambridge, its research programme and its 
international relationships. His research follows two themes: 
the impact of the digital communications revolution in 

Africa on political mobilisation, control and the negotiation of power and 
failures in international peace interventions in civil conflicts in Africa. The 
latter is based on extensive research in Sudan and South Sudan for over 
a decade. The former takes in sub-Saharan Africa more broadly. He co-
founded and is currently Executive Director of Africa's Voices Foundation, a 
non-profit social innovation start-up, spun out of research that he leads at 
CGHR. He is a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, on the Council for the 
British Institute in Eastern Africa and a Fellow of the Rift Valley Institute. Prior 
to his academic career, Sharath worked in the field of aid, governance and 
conflict and as a strategy consultant. 

Research Associates (2016-18)

Dr Claudia Abreu Lopes led pilot research for Africa’s 
Voices, collaborating with FrontlineSMS, YouGov, IBM 
Research Africa, radio stations in Africa and development 
partners. She then became Head of Research & 
Innovation at Africa’s Voices Foundation, before leaving 
to take on a Senior Advisory role. Claudia holds a PhD in 

Social Research Methods from the London School of Economics (LSE). 
Her research interests focus on socio-cognitive mechanisms in the field 
of social representations and on methodologies that bridge people’s 
outlooks and actions to their social and political context. 

Dr Laurie Denyer Willis was at CGHR during 2016-17 as 
Research Associate on the CGHR project funded by the 
Wellcome Trust and DFID. She is a medical anthropologist, 
concerned most broadly with religion, public health and 
urban governance. Her work considers the stakes of state
absence and presence, by linking together the sensory

and environmental with experiences of disease, dispossession and the 
politics of hope.

Dr Stephanie Diepeveen joined CGHR in December 
2016. She is Research Associate on the theme of Digital 
Media, Voice and Power. Her research looks to take a 
historical perspective on recent and profound changes 
brought about through digital media, specifically on the 
African continent. Her individual research has focused 

on digital media in Kenya and eastern Africa, specifically on how digital 
media intersect with everyday politics and forms of public participation. 
Her PhD research examined the nature and political possibilities of 
everyday publics in Mombasa, Kenya, looking at the manifestation of 
‘people’s parliaments’ on the streets and online through Hannah Arendt’s 
ideas about the public realm. 

Dr Thomas Probert is CGHR’s Research Associate 
on the Right to Life theme. He is the principal link in 
CGHR's collaboration with the Centre for Human Rights 
in Pretoria, where he is an Extraordinary Lecturer. Thomas 
completed his PhD at Cambridge in the History Faculty, 
writing on ‘The Politics of Human Rights in the United 

States of America and in the United Kingdom, 1963-1976’. His research 
interests focus on the interactions between international and national 
politics of human rights, and how logics of accountability can extend to 
governmental policies in other fields. He acts as Head of Research for a 
new international collaboration, 'Freedom from Violence', which brings 
together researchers focused on pubic health- and human rights-based 
approaches to violence reduction in Africa.

People
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Dr Johanna Riha is an epidemiologist currently 
working as a Research Associate and project lead on 
the Wellcome/DFID funded project on Epidemics, 
Digital Media and Health Communications in Africa 
(PI: Dr Srinivasan). She previously worked as the Policy 
Director for the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Global 

Health based in London. Johanna holds a PhD in Epidemiology from the 
University of Cambridge funded by the Gates Cambridge Scholarship. 
Her thesis focused on the prevention of hypertension in rural populations 
in Uganda. Prior to the PhD, Johanna worked as Lead of Information 
Management for the National Chlamydia Screening Programme in the 
UK. She also holds an MSc in Epidemiology from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.

Dr Gyda Maras Sindre has been associated with CGHR 
since 2015 as a Marie Curie Fellow (co-funded by the 
European Research Council and the Research Council of 
Norway) with the project: ‘Post-Conflict Political Parties: 
Party Formation, Organisation and Institutionalisation in 
the Context of Peacebuilding and Democratisation’.

Dr Njoki Wamai was at CGHR as Research Associate in 
2017-18. She successfully completed her PhD in Politics 
and International studies as a Gates Cambridge Scholar. 
Her thesis focused on agency of ordinary citizens in 
delegitimising the International Criminal Court in Kenya. 
At CGHR, Njoki developed this research further exploring 

the ICC intervention in depth. Before joining the University of Cambridge, 
Njoki was a Peace, Security and Development Scholar at the African 
Leadership Centre (ALC) in King's College London and the University of 
Nairobi. 

Centre Coordinator

Romy Schirrmeister joined CGHR in March 2017. She 
supports the Centre and its researchers in all kinds of 
administrative tasks. Furthermore, she coordinates CGHR's 
activities and events and takes care of our website and 
social media.

Visitors

Professor Steven Livingston (George Washington University)
Professor Steven Livingston, Professor in the School of Media and Public 
Affairs & the Elliott School of International Affairs, George Washington 
University, joined CGHR in May 2017 as a Visiting Senior Research Associate. 
He is a senior fellow at the Carr Center for Human Rights Policy at the 
Harvard Kennedy School, Harvard University. His research centres on the 
role of technology in governance and the provisioning of public goods, 
including human security and rights. Over the last decade, Professor 
Livingston has worked in over 50 countries, mostly in Africa and South 
America, but also on several occasions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

CGHR Associates

Dr Sebastian Ahnert, Fellow, King’s College
Dr Anne Alexander, Coordinator, Cambridge Digital Humanities Network
Dr Duncan Bell, Reader, POLIS
Professor Alan Blackwell, University of Cambridge Computer Laboratory
Dr Adam Branch, Lecturer, POLIS
Dr Jude Browne, Jessica and Peter Frankopan Director of the University 
of Cambridge Centre for Gender Studies
Dr Devon Curtis, Senior Lecturer, POLIS
Dr Graham Denyer Willis, Lecturer, POLIS
Professor Harri Englund, Department of Social Anthropology
Dr David Good, Fellow, King’s College 
Dr Sarah Nouwen, Senior Lecturer in Law
Dr Glen Rangwala, Lecturer, POLIS
Dr Pieter van Houten, Lecturer, POLIS
Dr Liz Watson, Senior Lecturer, Department of Geography
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David and Elaine Potter Foundation
CGHR Co-director, Dr Sharath Srinivasan, is the 
David and Elaine Potter Lecturer in Governance 
and Human Rights. This lectureship, which 
gave rise to CGHR, was established thanks to a 
generous benefaction to the University in 2008 
from the David and Elaine Potter Foundation. The 
Foundation seeks to achieve an impact through 
grants that promote reason, education, and 
human rights, in the hope of improving mutual 
understanding, reinforcing good governance, and 
encouraging the growth and maintenance of a 
robust civil society, particularly in less developed 
countries. The Foundation and the University 
agreed that the Lecturer should focus particularly 
on Africa and serve as the Director of the new 
interdisciplinary Centre.

Cairns Charitable Trust
The generous donation made to the Centre by the 
Cairns Charitable Trust, founded by Lord Cairns, 
funded CGHR's work on New Communication 
Technologies and Citizen-led Governance in 
Africa (2011-13), and the pilot project for Africa's 
Voices. The funds enabled CGHR to take on 
postdoctoral research associates, support its 
applied collaborations with and conduct fieldwork 
in Kenya, Zambia and Uganda. The Trust has 
also provided start-up funding for Africa’s Voices 
Foundation.

Benefactors and Funders
The Economic and Social Research 
Council (ESRC) and the UK Department for 
International Development (DFID)
In April 2012, CGHR was awarded competitive 
ESRC-DFID research funding for its 18-month  
PiMA project on how African broadcast media are 
using new ICTs to gather public opinion, and their 
effects on political accountability. The insights 
from this research fed directly into the methods 
piloted and applied in the work of Africa’s Voices.

Isaac Newton Trust
The Isaac Newton Trust was established in 1988 by 
Trinity College, Cambridge. The objects of the Trust 
are to promote learning, research and education 
in the University of Cambridge. The Trust makes 
grants for research purposes within Cambridge 
University and the two grants awarded to CGHR 
allowed it to maintain its core staff of research 
associates.

The Economic and Social Research Council 
(ESRC) Impact Acceleration Account
The ESRC Impact Acceleration Account at the 
University of Cambridge has supported CGHR 
researchers to engage with leading research 
organisations, including the IBM Research Africa 
Lab in Nairobi, on data analysis techniques suited 
to local African language text data.
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The Cambridge-Africa Alborada 
Research Fund
CGHR researchers successfully secured funding 
from the Cambridge-Africa Alborada Research 
Fund, which aims to support research and 
research-related travel, workshops and courses 
in the African countries. The awards given to Dr 
Sharath Srinivasan and Dr Alastair Fraser allowed 
them to expand their collaborative work on Africa’s 
Voices and PiMA with African research partners.

The Vice-Chancellor’s Discretionary Fund
The Centre was awarded funding from the 
Vice-Chancellor's Discretionary Fund to support 
research into the further development of Africa’s 
Voices Foundation. 

Wellcome Trust and the UK Department for 
International Development
In 2016, CGHR was awarded joint funding from the 
Wellcome Trust and the UK DFID to explore how 
interactive radio broadcasts can be used in public 
health emergencies as a rapid-response public 
health communications tool, by conducting and 
assessing their use in the context of the Zika virus 
in Cape Verde and Mozambique. 
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Contact

Centre of Governance and Human Rights
POLIS
Alison Richard Building 
7 West Road
Cambridge CB3 9DT

Co-Directors
Dr Sharath Srinivasan
Dr Ella McPherson
Direct line: +44 (0)1223 767257
CGHR Coordinator email: cghr@cam.ac.uk 

www.cghr.polis.cam.ac.uk
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